
Welcome to the fourth quarter newsletter from Humboldt Bay 

Fire. As I look back on the quarter and the year of 2016, I am 

amazed at how fast the year has gone by, and how many 

different challenges and accomplishments we have seen. 

The quarter began with our planned return to the Humboldt 

Bay Fire Open House. This was scheduled for October 15th, 

which has historically been a period of very nice weather. 

2016 proved to be different, and the first major storm of the 

Fall/Winter period happened that very weekend. For the first 

time in recent history, Open House was postponed to a later 

date due to safety concerns. Open House was held on the 

29th of October, and was very well attended by our 

community; thank you all to those who attended. We estimate 

that we had about 800 community members here to visit 

their fire department and the many vendors who helped to make the day very successful. We 

also saw the Bark in the Park event occur during October, and many people and their four 

legged friends participated.  

That first storm in October set the weather tone for the fourth quarter, as we have continued 

to see extremely wet weather throughout October, November, and December.  While California 

has been in the grip of a drought for a number of years, Mother Nature has definitely been 

doing her part to wipe out the lack of rain. With the rains and stormy weather does come 

challenges and dangers for our community. With so many years of dry weather, our roadways 

have been fairly stable, but with so much rain, our area has been experiencing slides and slip 

outs. We are also seeing small stream flooding, and flooded roadways. I would like to caution 

the members of our community to avoid driving through flooded areas. Standing water can 

stall your vehicle, and water hides areas where the roadway could have washed away. Moving 

water has tremendous force; it only takes a couple feet of moving water to sweep a passenger 

car off the roadway, and only a few inches of depth can sweep a person off their feet and 

downstream.  

November saw Humboldt Bay Fire begin assisting Arcata Fire District with fire prevention 

services after the departure of their fire prevention person. Fire Marshal Ed Laidlaw and 

Battalion Chief Chris Emmons have been working with Arcata Fire, as well as the City of Arcata 

Building Department. As of this writing, there has been very positive feedback from 

contractors and developers, as they now have a consistent fire prevention contact person in 

Arcata and the greater Eureka area. An additional benefit from this service has come in 

regards to the passage of Proposition 64 as well as the medicinal cannabis permitting. There 

has been a very good educational opportunity related to permitting and code application 

regarding cannabis, and the ability to engage in the conversation with Eureka, Arcata, and the 

County of Humboldt to bring consistency between the three permitting agencies.  

The holiday season saw the return of the annual Humboldt Bay Firefighters’ Toy Drive. 

Community support was very generous and appreciated as toys were gathered at the five 

Humboldt Bay fire stations and many other businesses throughout the community, and at the 

Bayshore Mall and the Artisans Fair at Redwood Acres. Many at the department also 

participated in packing meal boxes at The Salvation Army, helping with distribution of meals at 

Thanksgiving, and distribution of meals and toys at Christmas time. New this year, the 

department also participated in bell ringing to raise funding for The Salvation Army. All was 

done in the spirit of community service, and giving back to the community we serve.  

During the course of the quarter, we unfortunately lost two of our retired members of the 

Department. Bill Enos passed away on October 24, 2016. Bill served with the fire department 

for 30 years from 1966 to 1996. Ken Cringle passed away on December 6, 2016. Ken served 

with the fire department for 25 years from 1956 to 1981. Both served well and will be missed. 

Our thoughts are with their families.  

 

We fulfill our mission by living our core values:   
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The quarter ended with a very large fire at 12 W. Waterfront Drive on the night of December 30, 

2016 at 11:45 PM, the former site of Eureka Cold Storage. Responding units had smoke showing 

from the roof upon dispatch, and fire through the roof a short time after arriving. Because of the 

smoke and fire conditions present, our personnel’s knowledge of the building, various structural 

issues, and a heavy load of refrigeration and mechanical units on the roof, the decision was 

made to fight the fire from the exterior, and not put firefighters inside. A 3rd alarm was called to 

bring additional units to the scene. In addition to Humboldt Bay Fire, Arcata Fire, Samoa Fire, 

Fortuna Fire, and Blue Lake Fire had units on scene, and Loleta Fire and off duty Humboldt Bay 

Fire personnel responded to incident calls throughout the rest of the community. Humboldt Bay 

Harbor District also responded with the fire boat. During the course of the fire, three ladder trucks 

(Humboldt Bay and Fortuna) and the fire boat, as well as smaller lines flowed water into the 

structure. We experienced a number of building collapses during the fire, including two that 

collapsed into the building to the west and a large pile of stacked crab pots. Damage was kept to 

a minimum through the efforts of the firefighters. Units began to be released about 4:30 AM, but 

Humboldt Bay Fire had firefighters on scene for a number of days following the fire putting out 

hotspots that continued to burn in the debris pile, and in the wall sections. The walls of the 

building were constructed long ago, and contained redwood bark for insulation. I would like to 

thank all involved for their hard work and effort that night and in the days that followed into the 

New Year.  

As I write this message, we are compiling our final incident statistics for 2016. You may 

remember that in 2015, Humboldt Bay Fire responded to 6003 calls for service. This year those 

numbers are higher, and while we do not yet have the official call volume, we are over 6,344 calls 

for service. This number likely will go up as the final days of the month are tallied. I will share our 

final call volume with you at the next newsletter.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our community for all your support throughout 2016, 

and on behalf of the men and women of Humboldt Bay Fire wish you a Happy New Year. Please 

be safe! 

 

Bill Gillespie 

Fire Chief 

Response Statistics  

Structure Fire/Explosion  17 

Vehicle Fire 8 

Rubbish/ Vegetation Fire  12 

Medical Aid Response 955 

Extrication/Water Rescue 2 

Animal Control 0 

Haz Mat/Combustible Spill 24 

Other Hazards Response 23 

Other/Service Call/False Alarm 623 

Second Quarter Total 1,664 

2016 YTD Total 6,349 

 



My introduction to Public Safety started in 
November 1980 as a Dispatcher for the Arcata 
Police Department. In July 1986 life in the crazy 
room moved to Eureka to Dispatch for the Police 
and Fire Departments.  Not finding enough padding 
for the room when I was on duty someone 
suggested I apply for the newly established civilian 
Evidence Technician job at EPD.  Starting in March 
1991 crime scene processing, fingerprint 
development and identification, and a lot of report 
writing would fill my awake hours until my 
retirement in December 2005.  During those years 
my life connection with Eureka Fire Department 
crossed paths assisting with arson investigations.  I 
respected the commitment shown by the Fire 
personnel and thought maybe somewhere down 
the road my professional life would move across 

the street. (Must admit to thinking about applying for EFD while dispatching…but former 
EFD Captain Jim Christian took me for two very brief journeys into a structural training 
burn all Scott Packed-up…that convinced me Firefighters are a crazy breed…and I 
wasn’t that crazy). 

 Part-time retired annoyance work kept me busy at EPD up until the spring of 2008; but a 
voice from across the street said “if you apply it may come”…referring to the part-time 
Fire Inspector position at Eureka Fire Department (later to become part of Humboldt Bay 
Fire).  The rest is history: my life became one with confirming folks in apartments, and in 
licensed care facilities for youngsters and not-so-youngsters, have the proper fire safety/
monitoring devices, escape routes, sound structural surroundings, and much 
more.  Weed abatement becomes an added duty once the winter harshness goes away 
and the vegetation abounds.  If needed while moving about town during my inspections 
my arms become pointers for traffic control at incidents such as injury traffic collisions 
and road closures due to potential chemical or physical dangers.  Now and then I assist 
by taking photographs at fire scenes. 

 Five mornings a week I get to work with the great people of Humboldt Bay Fire.  It’s an 
interesting group of personalities and talents…with the main deep down goal of serving 
the citizens of the Humboldt Bay Fire jurisdiction with honor, professionalism, and 
respect.  Citizens of Eureka greet me when I knock on their doors to inquire about the fire 
safety of their abodes.  Knowing that a simple short conversation with them, and a quick 
test of their smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors, could save them heartache 
down the road is a fulfilling feeling.  Life is good. 

We would like to recognize and 

congratulate Paul Nicholson on 

his upcoming retirement. 

 Mr. Nicholson has been a State 

Farm Insurance agent since 

1977, and has had a long and 

successful career serving his 

clients and the community.  

Paul has received national 

recognition for his role in 

teaching kids what to do in an 

emergency using his 911 

simulator in the local schools. 

Paul will be retiring, but continue 

in his job as the "911 Guy"!  

During our Open House– Humboldt 

Bay Fire was presented with a check 

for $2,500 from State Farm. The 

money was used to purchase  Smoke 

Alarms to give out to community 

members who do not have one while 

we are out doing inspections. 

  

THANK YOU!!!  



The leading cause of home clothes dryer and washer fires is failure to clean them…the 

appliances, not the clothes. 

Humboldt Bay Fire would like to give you a little information that may make the dreaded 

responsibility of doing laundry safer.  

In 2010, an estimated 16,800 reported U.S. non-confined or confined home structure fires 

involving clothes dryers or washing machines (including combination washer/dryers) 

resulted in 51 civilian deaths, 380 civilian injuries, and $236 million in direct property 

damage. 

Safety tips 

 Have your dryer installed and serviced by a professional. 

 Do not use the dryer without a lint filter. 

 Make sure you clean the lint filter before or after each load of laundry. Remove lint 

that has collected around the drum.  

 Follow manufacturer’s operating instructions and allow the appliances to complete 

their cycles. The cool down cycle is just that, an opportunity for the materials inside to 

cool down.  

 

Facts and figures 

 Clothes dryers accounted for 92% of the fires; washing machines 4%, and washer 

and dryer combinations accounted for 4%. 

 The leading cause of home clothes dryer and washer fires was failure to clean (32%), 

followed by unclassified mechanical failure or malfunction (22%). Eight percent were 

caused by some type of electrical failure or malfunction. 

 The risk of fire is roughly equal for gas-fueled clothes dryers and electric-powered 

clothes dryers. 

Source: National Fire Protection Association 

 

Thank you to all who 

stopped by and  

participated, especially 

local agencies and 

businesses! Without 

your support, this event 

would not have been the 

success it was!  

See you next year!  



Meet Traci!  A 17-year dispatcher for Eureka Police 

Department and Humboldt Bay Fire Department. 

 Traci was born and raised in Eureka leaving briefly while 

attending 4th grade in Illinois.  Traci is another dispatcher 

that comes from a Public Safety family with her dad a 

retired Police Sergeant and husband currently a deputy.   

 Traci has been a dispatch supervisor for over 8 years 

years and a Communications Training Officer (CTO) for 

over 14 years.  She prides herself in sharing her extensive 

knowledge, experience and expertise with not only newly 

hired dispatchers but also current dispatchers.  She also 

spent time creating a customer service training module 

not only for the dispatch center but for other areas within 

the department to assist in making sure that the 

customer service provided was nothing short of superb.  

She is loved by her co-workers for her outgoing 

personality and genuinely kind-hearted spirt.       

“To the world you may be one person, but to one person you may be the world.”  A quote that 

resonates strongly with Traci while at the console.  One of her favorite things about being a 

dispatcher is the feeling of hopefully making a difference for someone.  Traci has far surpassed 

her ‘hope’ of making a difference and has made a difference not only for many in the 

community but also within the departments. 

A fun fact about Traci is that she doesn’t watch the news or read newspapers on her days off 

and instead enjoys spending time with her husband, four kids, 3 dogs and cat (who thinks he’s 

a dog!), camping and reading.  She also secretly shared that while she has the new Pokemon 

Go app on her phone for her 10-year-old step daughter, she enjoys catching the Pokemon 

herself.   

The Humboldt Bay Firefighters’ 4th Annual Bark in the Park 5k fun run was a great 

success. Through race participant’s generous donations and local business sponsors, HBFL 

652 was able to present Friends for Life Animal Rescue with a $7,000 check. Friends for Life 

is a nonprofit organization that provides low cost spay/neuter, cat fostering, and manages the 

Emergency Shelter fund. For more information about Friends for Life call (707) 442-5999.  

Pictured left to right Engineer Matt Dennis, Patty West, Cali the Fire Dog, Denise 

Rogers and Firefighter Yolla Montalbin.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humboldt Bay Fire kicked off our annual “Share the Magic of 

Christmas” Toy Drive at The Bayshore Mall on Nov. 25, 

2016.  Firefighters escorted Santa Claus through the mall to Santa’s 

Pavilion where children had the opportunity to have their picture 

taken with Santa Claus and local firefighters.  We also staffed a crew 

at the Humboldt Artisans Craft Fair where we received a generous 

outpouring of donations from the local community.  We partnered 

with numerous local businesses who acted as drop-off locations for 

toy donations. 

 Our Toy Drive is the oldest and longest running toy drive in Humboldt County.  Firefighters began in the 

1920’s by collecting and fixing old toys for local, underprivileged children.  Using their own money on their 

days off, firefighters collected broken bicycles, dolls, etc. and refurbished them to like new. This tradition 

has continued to grow ever since and we now partner with The Salvation Army to distribute toys to children 

in our community that may not otherwise receive a new toy for Christmas.  This event continues to be 

funded by firefighters from their own pockets as well as through generous support and donations from 

local area businesses and citizens.  All the toys collected are distributed to local children in Humboldt 

County. We were able to donate toys to over 700 local families, along with a check for over $2300.  This 

event provides an opportunity for citizens and firefighters to “Share The Magic Of Christmas” and do 

something positive for local children. 

 We also accepted cash donations for the “Santa for Seniors” program.  All funds collected through this 

program go to help support the Humboldt Senior Resource Center’s “White Bag” Program.  This great 

program provides local Senior citizens, many of whom have little to no contact with others, with a holiday 

bag that has been decorated by local school children.  The bags are filled with treats for the holidays as 

well as a warm, nutritious meal. We were able to raise over $2300 this year. 

 In addition to toys and money donations, Humboldt Bay Firefighters and their families help put together 

food boxes, which contained a Christmas dinner, for families. 

 Humboldt Bay Firefighters would like to thank the fire dept, the city of Eureka, all off the businesses that 

had toy barrels, the members of the local and ladies auxiliary who participated on and off duty and most 

importantly all of the citizens who donated toys and money, if it wasn't for the participation of the whole 

community the toy drive wouldn't be the success that it is. 

Pictured above: Food box preparers for the 2016 holiday season, includes HBF personnel and family!  

 

Pictured below:  This year some firefighters helped out as bell ringers for the Salvation Army!  

On the left: Captain Michael Landry and his daughter Gina. On the right: Captain Tony Freeman! 



While you are cheering for your favorite team or just enjoying good times with family and friends, follow 

these tips from Humboldt Bay Fire and the National Fire Protection Association to ensure you have a fun 

filled and safe day.  

 

BBQ Safety Tips: 

 Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors. 

 The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out from under eaves and 

overhanging branches. 

 When using a barbecue grill, be sure that all parts of the unit are firmly in place and that the grill is 

stable (can’t be tipped over). 

 Wear clothing that does not have hanging shirt tails, frills, or apron strings that can catch fire, and 

use flame-retardant mitts when adjusting hot vents. 

 Never attempt to move a hot grill. It’s easy to stumble or drop it and serious burns could result. 

 Keep children and pets away from the grill area. 

 Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill. 

 Have a fire extinguisher or garden hose available nearby. 

 Never leave your grill unattended. 

Charcoal Grills: 

 There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start 

the charcoal using newspaper as a fuel. 

 If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any other 

flammable liquids to the fire. 

 Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat sources. 

 There are also electric charcoal starters, which do not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for 

outdoor use. 

 When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool before disposing in a metal container. 

Propane grills: 

Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it. If your grill has a gas leak, turn off the gas tank and 

grill. If the leak stops, get the grill serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak does not 

stop, call the fire department. If you smell gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and call 

the fire department. Do not move the grill. 

General Safety: 

Plan ahead. If you are partaking in adult beverages. Do not over-indulge.  Do it responsibly. Have a 

designated driver or a safe ride home. 

www.HBFire.org     www.facebook.com/humboldtbayfire      #humboldtbayfire       @HumboldtBayFD 



As we move in to the heart of Winter the single most important item to consider is being prepared. 

This will help keep you safe, warm, and cozy as it’s blowing and raining outside.  

 

With cold winter temperatures there is an increased use of fireplaces, wood stoves, space 

heaters, and other alternative heating methods. There are an increased number of fires and other 

emergencies caused by heating appliances due to more usage. The following tips can help you 

maintain a safe home this winter. 

 

Install a carbon monoxide detector.  Malfunctioning or improperly installed heating appliances can 

leak carbon monoxide gas, as can generators. Outdoor heating appliances should only be used 

outside. Carbon monoxide fumes are odorless and can quickly overwhelm you indoors. If you have 

to use a generator for power, only run it outdoors and away from windows and doors. Also, do not 

refuel generators while they are running.  

 

Early in my career as an officer with Humboldt Bay Fire I had the unfortunate opportunity to 

respond to a multi-casualty incident at a single family residence involving an entire family who was 

suffering from carbon monoxide poisoning. The call originated as a routine medical call but as the 

firefighters were treating the patient with the worst signs and symptoms, the firefighters began to 

develop headaches and dizziness. We removed all people from the residence to fresh air. We then 

monitored the atmosphere with our monitors and found that the carbon monoxide levels were 

several times higher than safe limits. Eight people in this family were transported and treated for 

varying levels of exposure to the gas. Upon further investigation, it was found that a brand new 

furnace had been installed improperly causing the carbon monoxide levels to elevate. As the 

temperatures dropped, the furnace was being used more and more until the levels began to affect 

the health of the occupants. If they had only had a carbon monoxide alarm, they could have 

avoided a very close call. An alarm would have sounded and indicated the levels were unsafe, 

most likely triggering the occupants to contact the fire department or Pacific Gas and Electric. 

Fortunately for the family, because they called for the medical aid, we were able to identify and 

eliminate this silent killer from their home.  

 

To help avoid carbon monoxide poisoning and to aid in lowering heating bills, have your furnace 

inspected annually to ensure that it is in good working condition. Maintain a 3 foot separation 

between things that can burn and heating equipment, including checking floor heaters to make 

sure they are not covered by floor coverings or other combustibles. If you are using portable space 

heaters as a source of heat, install and use them according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Extension cords shouldn’t be used for an electric-powered space heater. Remember to keep young 

children away from heaters and stoves– especially when they are wearing pajamas or other loose 

clothing that can be easily ignited. 

 

The Greater Eureka area has a higher rate of floor furnace fires than other areas of California as 

these types of heating appliances are more common here. The causes of floor furnace fires that 

we at Humboldt Bay Fire have responded to are due to combustibles being placed on or too close 

to the floor furnace. Many people believe that when the thermostat to the appliance is turned all 

the way down the appliance is off. This is incorrect. When the thermostat is all the way down, it is 

simply in the lowest temperature setting. Even if it’s set low, colder temperatures at night can 

cause the furnace to come on. If there are area rugs or other materials over it or nearby, this can 

lead to a fire. Always keep combustibles at least three feet from the grate of the furnace. 

 

If you have a fuel burning appliance, such as Kerosene, be sure there is proper ventilation to 

prevent a buildup of carbon monoxide, and only use the fuel recommended by the heater 

manufacturer. Refueling should be done outside of the home. Kerosene heaters should never be 

filled while the heater is operating or hot.  Follow manufacturer’s instructions.  

 

In this area many people still utilize wood to heat their homes. If you have a wood stove, have the 

stove and flue inspected and cleaned annually. Be sure the fireplace or stove is installed properly 

with proper clearances. Always keep a screen in front of the fireplace opening and keep 

combustible materials away from the fireplace or stove. When starting a fire only use paper or 

kindling to start the fire and never use flammable liquids in the fireplace or stove. To avoid a 

buildup of creosote, use only dry, seasoned wood in a fireplace or wood stove. Artificial logs should 

not be used in wood stoves. When you clean your fireplace or woodstove, allow the ashes to cool 

before disposing of them in a metal container. Every year we encounter fires caused by ashes 

being disposed of in paper bags or plastic containers which will melt.  

 

 

Additionally, here are a few more general safety tips. First, if you can avoid going out in inclement 

weather do so. However, if you must go out, plan for additional time to get there as the roads may 

be slick. If you encounter flooded roads, don’t try to drive through the water. Vehicles can be 

swept away with just a few inches of flowing water. Higher water can also cause a vehicle to stall. 

Always remember to drive with your headlights on in poor weather to make your vehicle more 

visible.  

 

On those windy days, limbs and debris may blow and can also make high profile vehicles more 

unstable or difficult to drive. Power lines, cable and phone lines may also come down in higher 

winds. Never approach a down line as it may be energized. Energized lines can look the same as 

de-energized lines.  

 

If you have any questions about these safety tips, please give 

us a call at Humboldt Bay Fire at 441-4000 and we will be 

happy to help you prepare.  

 

 



 

Older adults (age 65 and older) are more than twice as likely to experience fatal fires as 

compared to the rest of the Nation’s population. Individuals 85 and older experience four 

times as many fires as other age groups in the national population. Older adults also have a 

higher risk of injury from fires. Fire is Everyone’s Fight! 

 

Humboldt Bay Fire wants to provide tips to help our older population be as safe as possible.  

 

For those who smoke: 

 

Check furniture and places where people smoke for smoldering cigarette butts and  

ashes—especially before going to bed. Never smoke where medical oxygen is used, even if it is 

turned off. Keep smoking materials, including lighters and cigarettes, up high and out of the 

reach of children. Use child safety locks where you store your smoking materials. 

 

Have a plan: 

 

Planning what to do in case of fire can make the difference between life and death. Know and 

practice two ways out of every room in your home. Make sure all doors and windows that lead 

outside open easily. 

 

Clear all clutter that may block your escape route or make you trip or fall. If you use a 

wheelchair or walker, or might have a problem escaping from a fire, discuss your escape plans 

ahead of time with Humboldt Bay Fire, your family, the building manager, and neighbors. 

 

Preparation: 

 

Ensure that you have functioning smoke alarms in your residence 

 

Keep eyeglasses, keys, hearing aids, and a phone within reach next to your bed. 

 

Have an outside meeting place a safe distance in front of your home where first responders 

can see you. Practice your home fire escape drill twice a year.  

 

Contact us: 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Humboldt Bay Fire at            

(707) 441-4000.  

 

Anniversaries 

Captain Michael Landry, 13 yrs (October) 

Firefighter/Paramedic Don Penn, 8  yrs (November) 

Firefighter Kyle Brown, 3 yrs (October) 

Retirements: 

Captain Patrick Beyer , 8 yrs  (December)  

CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

March 14 2017, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

April 11 2017, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults $60 

February 11  2017, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

April 08 2017, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


