
Welcome to the second quarterly newsletter of 2016. This quarter 

has been very busy on many fronts for Humboldt Bay Fire.  One of 

the larger tasks before our department during this quarter was the 

preparation and passage of the 2016-2017 fiscal year budget. 

Humboldt Bay Fire worked extensively with our parent agencies, 

City of Eureka and Humboldt No. 1 Fire Protection District to 

develop a fiscal year budget that provides the best overall level of 

service in a fiscally responsible manner within the financial 

constraints of available funding. Through a combination of salary 

savings from eliminated administrative and management positions, a 

reduction in salaries to some management positions, frozen and 

unfilled position salary savings, and a slight increase in Measure Q 

funding generated and available within the City of Eureka, Humboldt 

Bay Fire JPA was able to adopt a budget for next fiscal year. The adopted budget will allow us to re-

open Fire Station 4 at Myrtle and Cousins on a full time basis for the coming year beginning July 1, 

with a minimum of the two person squad staffed, or a three person engine staffed if all personnel 

are on duty.  

Having Station 4 staffed is important for fire department operations. The apparatus at Station 4, 

whether a two person squad or a three person engine, gives a total of five staffed units to provide 

coverage for the greater Eureka area. This becomes vital during a structure fire response, where 

four units and two duty officers respond. With five stations staffed, this gives one additional 

response apparatus to provide coverage to the rest of the community. With four stations staffed, 

there is no extra unit to provide coverage until one of our neighboring fire departments respond into 

our community. Having the fifth station and unit staffed also allows a fast additional unit on the fire 

scene should the size or intensity of the fire require additional firefighters, such as the fire at Fourth 

and Commercial June 3rd, or the fire in the 1800 block of I Street on June 15th. Having Station 4 

staffed is important for the community as well. With your fire department responding to 6,003 calls 

for service last year (an average of more than 16 calls per day, every day) ranging from fires to 

medical aid calls to lift assists and general service calls, we often experience periods where there 

are multiple calls occurring at the same time, and have more than one fire unit committed. As of 

June 30, 2016 at 4:30 PM, your fire department had responded to 3,225 calls for service, putting us 

on the path to go over last year’s call volume. Having the five stations staffed and spread around 

the community provides both coverage and timely response for emergencies and non-emergency 

incidents alike.  

The budget wasn’t all that was going on during the quarter. Humboldt Bay Fire provided fire and 

medical response standby at the beginning of May in support of the Palco Marsh cleanup and 

vacation. During the week of May 16th, four members of Humboldt Bay Fire travelled to the 

Emergency Management Institute located at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, MD with 70 

others from the City of Eureka, County of Humboldt, and other allied agencies to participate in an 

earthquake and tsunami preparedness training drill. The training represented a near shore 

Cascadia earthquake event with tsunami affecting our local area. The Emergency Management 

Institute selects 12 community applications each year to participate in focused training for an event 

that would affect their local area at home. The training focused on Emergency Operations Center 

(EOC) activities related to response and recovery. Those who attended filled roles within simulated 

EOC’s, and worked through multiple focused scenarios that both tested and stressed participants. 

Not only did the training improve knowledge and experience, it also allowed participants from 

multiple allied agencies to work together and become more familiar with each other. It is more 

effective to build working relationships and alliances before the real event occurs. 

June has seen an increase in fire activity for Humboldt Bay Fire. June 2nd and 3rd saw two structure 

fire responses a few hours apart. The first fire occurred in a residential neighborhood in the south 

part of Eureka just before midnight on the 2nd. That fire was knocked down fairly fast. Crews had 

just gotten equipment back in service when a second fire occurred on Fourth Street near 

Commercial in a multi-use commercial building located in the middle of the block. Crews faced 

significant fire on arrival. After a strong effort to knock down the fire in the face of rapidly intensifying 

fire conditions, on scene crews were forced from the building and worked to extinguish the fire and 

protect the attached neighboring buildings from the exterior and from the adjoining warehouses. 

The fire was able to burn through the walls into the warehouses on the east and west sides of the 

fire building, but crews held the fire and kept it from spreading further. Additional fire crews from 

Humboldt Bay Fire, Arcata Fire, Samoa Peninsula Fire, Loleta Fire, and Fortuna Fire assisted at the 

scene, and recalled off duty Humboldt Bay Fire crews, Arcata Fire, and CALFIRE provided 

coverage and responded to the other calls that continued in our community.  Also assisting were 

We fulfill our mission by living our core values:   

Second Quarter (April-June) 2016 

rofessionalism  espect   mage   iscipline    fficiency 



Eureka Police Department officers and volunteer patrol, California Highway Patrol, and CALTRANS 

who all assisted with traffic control with the closure of Fourth Street. Great assistance was also 

provided by the City of Eureka Public Works department, specifically the mechanics from the fleet 

maintenance garage who worked to repair a fire apparatus that had a mechanical breakdown, and the 

water distribution crew who repaired a fire hydrant during the fire, allowing the hydrant to be used 

again. I am proud of the effort of all involved! 

Equally devastating was a fire in a residential structure on the 1800 block of I Street on June 15. The 

late night fire in a Victorian era home spread quickly. The occupants were able to escape, but one 

family pet perished. Crews were able to extinguish the fire in the residence and on a garage that had 

begun to burn on a neighboring property. On scene crews were able to assist the occupants by 

searching for personal items in the structure, coordinated lodging that evening, and issued “SAVE” 

cards to allow them to replace medications, clothing, and necessary basic living needs items. The 

SAVE program, or “Supplying Aid to Victims of Emergency” program is sponsored by the California Fire 

Foundation, and can help fire victims replace necessary items immediately following a fire. Again crews 

from Arcata, Samoa, and Loleta assisted at the fire scene and with coverage in our community.  

As we enter summer, wildland fires have increased in our jurisdiction and elsewhere in the state. With 

the devastating fire in Kern County and others in central and southern California, CALFIRE has sent 

firefighters south to assist. Humboldt Bay Fire has been assisting CALFIRE locally with coverage of 

their stations with one of our wildland engines and a crew since June 24th. Humboldt Bay Fire would 

like to remind all of our community members to be safe with fire, be it your barbeque, backyard fire pit, 

or a campfire. Have adequate clearance from combustibles, and a hose, bucket of water, or an 

extinguisher ready in the event of an escape. Clear tall grass and brush away from homes and 

outbuildings to provide a “defensible space.” Additionally, residential burning and burn permits have 

been suspended effective July 1, 2016 by the North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District and 

CALFIRE until further notice.  

Finally, Humboldt Bay Fire encourages our community to enjoy the Fourth of July weekend in a safe 

manner. Remember that only “safe & sane” fireworks are allowed for sale or use in the State of 

California; legal fireworks will carry the emblem of the California State Fire Marshal. Please remember 

to dispose of your fireworks debris safely when you are finished. Also, by City of Eureka Ordinance, 

ALL fireworks are prohibited in the Old Town area of Eureka between Commercial and M Streets, and 

Fourth Street and the bay.   

Thank you for your ongoing support, and the opportunity to work with and lead the quality team that 

makes up Humboldt Bay Fire. Be safe, and enjoy your summer activities.  

Response Statistics  

Structure Fire/Explosion  21 

Vehicle Fire 6 

Rubbish/ Vegetation Fire 39 

Medical Aid Response 881 

Extrication/Water Rescue 2 

Animal Control 0 

Haz Mat/Combustible Spill 23 

Other Hazards Response 24 

Other/Service Call/False Alarm 573 

Second Quarter Total 1,569 

2016 YTD Total 3,156 

 



It’s that time of year again to celebrate our great country’s independence. 
Humboldt Bay Fire would like everyone to practice safe revelry for this 
Independence Day. Here’s a little data by the National Fire Protection 
Association that many people may not be aware of. In 2011 fireworks 
caused an estimated 17,800 reported fires, including 1,200 total structure 
fires, 400 vehicle fires, and 16,300 outside and other fires. These fires 
resulted in an estimated eight reported civilian deaths, 40 civilian injuries 
and $32 million in direct property damage. In 2012, U.S. hospital 
emergency rooms treated an estimated 8,700 people for fireworks related 
injuries; 55% of 2012 emergency room fireworks-related injuries were to 
the extremities and 31% were to the head.  
 
More injuries occur to young people under 24 years of age than any other 
group. On Independence Day in a typical year, far more U.S. fires are 
reported than on any other day, and fireworks account for 40% of those 
fires, more than any other cause of fires. 
 
Here’s how you can be safe and legal in our area. Humboldt Bay Fire 
would like to remind everyone that personal fireworks are prohibited on 
Woodley Island and in the Old Town area of the City of Eureka by the 
Eureka Municipal Code, Section 92.08. The code states: 
 
 “No person shall store, sell, use, discharge, ignite, or set off any 

fireworks on Woodley Island and in the Old Town Area of the City of 

Eureka. For purposes of this ordinance, the Old Town area is defined 

as the area North of Fourth Street to the Bay, West of M Street and 

East of Commercial Street, inclusive. 

Fireworks found in prohibited areas will be subject to confiscation 

and the owner or user of the fireworks may be subject to citation. 

Failure to comply with this ordinance is an infraction. Failure to 

comply with an Order and Notice as provided in Section 92.99 of the 

Eureka Municipal Code may be charged as either an infraction or a 

misdemeanor.” 

Personal fireworks are allowed in other areas of the City of Eureka and the 

Greater Eureka Area. We urge you to celebrate safely. The public is 

reminded: 

 Use only California State Fire Marshal approved safe and sane 
fireworks. 

 Follow the instructions on the fireworks, and provide close adult 
supervision for children. 

 Use fireworks in a clear area away from buildings, grass, and brush. 

 If a firework fails to ignite properly, do not approach the device 
immediately. If the device does not ignite in a reasonable amount of time, 
place the device into a bucket of water. 

 Provide clear access on streets for emergency vehicles. 
Pick up your trash. Place all used fireworks in a bucket of water prior to 
placing them into the trash. 
Humboldt Bay Fire invites everyone to spend the day in Old Town, and you 

will be welcome to enjoy the evening’s public fireworks display. 

Remember, attendees may not bring fireworks to Old Town or Woodley 

Island. Enjoy the festivities, and celebrate safely this 

Fourth of July!!!! 



We all like to get away for days, and sometimes, weeks during the summer and spend time with 

our friends or family. There’s nothing worse than having that fun ruined by spending time in 

hospital or clinic to treat injuries, illnesses, or other conditions that may happen while away from 

home. Being away from home can be stressful in itself.  Humboldt Bay Fire is offering a few 

safety tips for your travels this summer.  

Things to help reduce the stress while traveling:  

Research your destination. Understand some of the 

hazard in the area, such as poisonous snakes, 

extreme weather conditions that may occur, and 

road restrictions.  Leave a copy of your itinerary and 

contact information with a family member or friend.  

If you are flying, travel light, with only essentials in 

your carry on, such as a day or two of clothes and 

essential medications. Arrival early at the airport to 

reduce stress caused by being in a hurry.   

When on the road, ensure your children are buckled in or seated in approved child safety seats. 

Bring along a basic first aid kit for those minor injuries that may occur.  

Discuss with the family members who to call and what information, such as your current 

location, to give to emergency dispatchers. Have vital medical information, allergies, conditions, 

and medications available for emergency responders in the event a friend or family member 

ends up needing medical attention.  

At a hotel, find the nearest exits. Teach your children basic emergency procedures, like what to 

do if there’s a fire.  

Make sure your kids use safety equipment, such as helmets and life vests when the fun has a 

little more risk or involves vehicles such as ATV’s, boats, or bicycles.  

Have a plan. Remember, be safe and have fun!!! 

Bark in the Park will be 

October 22nd 2016. 

Proceeds from this years 

event will benefit      

Friends for Life Animal 

Rescue. 

For more information 

please call (707) 441-4000 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating a defensible space is 

essential to improve your home's 

chance of surviving a wildfire or even a 

fire caused from a simple BBQ or 

campfire. Creating  this  buffer using 

the steps below will not only increase 

your chances during the summer 

months, but may provide your  home 

additional protection during the  winter 

storms we encounter on the North 

coast  from branches and debris. 

 

Humboldt Bay Fire would like to remind everyone that “Residential” burn permits have 
been suspended within its boundaries.  This suspension is concurrent with the Cal Fire 

burn suspension effective July 1, 2016.  

The suspension typically continues until sometime in October, depending on weather, 
wildfire and available fire suppression resources. 

This burn suspension is subject to CAL FIRE regulation and is put in place to address the 
seasonal menace of wildfire and its potential to destroy life and property.   

The burning suspension will include all of the area within Humboldt Bay Fire’s boundaries 
including areas within the Eureka city limits and Humboldt Fire District #1.  

 

Zone 1 

Zone 1 extends 30 feet* out from buildings, structures, decks, etc.  

Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds (vegetation). 

Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof and rain gutters. 

Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees. 

Remove branches that hang over your roof and keep dead branches 10 feet away from your 

chimney. 

Relocate wood piles into Zone 2. 

Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs near windows. 

Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and under decks. 

Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could catch fire, such as patio furniture, 

wood piles, swing sets, etc. 

 

Zone 2  

Zone 2 extends to the additional 70 feet to achieve the 100 foot overall clearance. 

Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches. 

Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and trees. (See diagram) 

Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs and trees. (See diagram) 

Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, and small branches. However, they may be 

permitted to a depth of 3 inches if erosion control is an issue.  



 Dogs first entered the fire service centuries ago charging 

alongside horse drawn fire engines.  Today, horse-power 

has sent its predecessor to pasture, yet the fire dog still 

plays a vital role. Since 2011, Humboldt Bay Fire has been 

home to Cali The Fire Dog. Although Cali doesn’t actually 

respond to emergencies, she does serve the community in 

a very unique way. 

Cali is a 6 year-old German Shepard mix with amber eyes 

and a sable coat.  I adopted Cali in 2010 from a local 

shelter when she was approximately 3 months old. I fell in 

love with her instantly and found it difficult to 

leave her behind during my 48-hour shifts at 

the firehouse. Each year in the United States, 

an estimated 3,650 children age 14 and 

younger are injured or killed in residential fires 

(USFA, March 2001).  I decided that 

incorporating a dog would be a great way to 

teach fire safety to children and Cali’s calm 

personality and ability to learn made her the 

perfect candidate.  Thus, Cali the Fire Dog 

was trained and made her first Fire Safety 

presentation to school aged children when 

she was just 9 months old.   

During a presentation, Cali The Fire Dog 

demonstrates how to “Stop, Drop and Roll” in 

the event that clothing catches on fire. She 

shows kids how to “Crawl Low in Smoke” 

while safely exiting their home. I explain the 

importance of how to “Call 911”, while she 

retrieves a small red telephone. Following our 

presentation, Cali and I “high-five”, the 

children get to ask questions, see firefighting 

equipment that we use, and most importantly 

touch and pet the furry visitor in their 

classroom. 

In her career, Cali has attended numerous 

local schools and public events. She has 

taught hundreds of local children and 

community members about Fire Safety and 

Prevention.  The statistics above illustrate the 

importance of educating children and adults 

on fire safety and the benefits of using a dog 

as an educator are hard to measure.  Cali 

enjoys serving her community and will 

continue to bring smiles along with a message 

of Fire Safety. 

When Cali is off-duty, she enjoys chasing 

tennis balls, afternoon naps, and Moonstone 

Beach. You can “like” her on facebook…

https://www.facebook.com/CaliTheFireDog 



Fire in the grill, under hot dogs and burgers, is a welcome sight at the family cookout. But fire 

anywhere else can make your summer kick-off barbecue memorable for all the wrong reasons. To 

keep you and your family safe while grilling, follow these general guidelines: 

General grilling tips: 

 Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors. 

 The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out from under eaves 

and overhanging branches. 

 Keep children and pets away from the grill area. 

 Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and in trays below the 

grill. 

 Never leave your grill unattended. 

Propane grills 

Before you use your grill:  

Check the major connection points between the gas (propane) tank hose and the regulator and 

cylinder, and where the hose connects to the burners. Tighten if loose. 

 Check the gas (propane) tank hose for the potential (gas) leaks. To do that, apply a light soap and 

water solution to the hose using a brush or spray bottle. Turn the propane tank on. If there is a gas 

leak, the propane will release bubbles around the hose (big enough to see). If there are no bubbles, 

your grill is safe to use. If there are bubbles, turn off the tank and check connections, then have 

your grill serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak doesn’t stop, call the fire 

department immediately. 

When the grill is on: 

 As you are cooking, if you smell gas, turn off the gas tank and burners. 

 If the leak stops immediately, get the grill serviced by a professional before using it again. 

 If the smell continues, move away from the grill and call the fire department immediately. Do 

not move the grill. 

Charcoal grills: 

There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal chimney starters allow you to 

start the charcoal using newspaper as a fuel. If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter 

fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids to the fire. Keep charcoal fluid out of 

the reach of children and away from heat sources. There are also electric charcoal starters, which 

do not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for outdoor use. When you are finished grilling, let 

the coals completely cool before disposing in a metal container. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Humboldt Bay Fire at (707) 441-4000 

(Source NFPA 2016) 
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Anniversaries 

Volunteer Fire Support Doug Milota, 20 yrs (June) 

Deputy Chief Bill Reynolds, 19 yrs (June) 

Captain  Nathan Baxley, 11 yrs (June) 

Engineer Mitchell Mills, 11 yrs (June) 

Engineer Ben Miller, 11yrs (June) 

Captain Nick Launius, 10 yrs (May) 

Engineer Trevor Morris, 10yrs (May) 

Engineer Neil Butler, 10 yrs (May) 

Captain Russell Boham, 9 yrs (April) 

Captain Tony Freeman, 9  yrs (April) 

Engineer Kevin Stokes, 9 yrs (April) 

Firefighter Yolla Montalbin, 9 yrs (April) 

Captain Patrick Beyer, 8 yrs (June) 

Captain Jon Chambers, 8 yrs (June) 

Engineer John Goodman, 8 yrs (June) 

Engineer Stefan Rheinschmidt, 7  yrs (April) 

Firefighter Brett Egbert, 4 yrs (April) 

Engineer Matthew Dennis, 4  yrs (May) 

Firefighter Eddie Blevins, 3 yrs (May) 

 

Retirements 

Fire Chief  Ken Woods, 7 yrs ( April) 

Captain Chris Kemp,  25 yrs  (April)  

Engineer Rick Lahargoue, 13 yrs (April)  

CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

July 12, 2016, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

July 26, 2016, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

August 9, 2016, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

August 23, 2016, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

September 13, 2016, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

September 27, 2016, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults $60 

August 13, 2016, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

September 10, 2016, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


