
Third Quarter 2018 (July-September)  

E-Newsletter 

We fulfill our mission by living our core values: Professionalism, Respect, Image, Discipline & Efficiency  

Welcome to the third quarter newsletter from Humboldt Bay Fire and the first newsletter 

from your new Fire Chief! 

My name is Sean Robertson, I was born and raised in South Africa and moved to California in 

1995 to visit my soon-to-be wife. We then moved to the Eureka area in 1996 to attend 

Humboldt State University, from which I graduated in 2000. I began working for the Eureka 

Fire Department in 1998 and have worked through the ranks, including serving as Training 

Officer for several years. I feel very excited, honored and privileged to fill the role of Fire 

Chief with the tremendous opportunity to improve our organization and community service 

to the City and Greater Eureka area. 

It has been a busy two months since I started in my new position at Humboldt Bay Fire with 

much activity in and out of the area. I have discussed my strategic plans with the JPA Board 

and firefighters and will be re-invigorating the Steering Committee project to revise 

Humboldt Bay Fire’s current Five year Strategic Plan. The Steering Committee will review our 

existing plan; consider how our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats have 

changed since 2014; review the draft Five year Strategic Plan I created as part of the Fire 

Chief Recruitment Process; and determine a new Five year Plan for HBF that provides a clear 

direction for us to follow, and a clear and achievable path for how to get there. My focus as 

Fire Chief is to develop stability in our organization through staffing and revenue, and develop a greater community engagement. 

We have already begun this process and are excited to build on it. 

In the past few months HBF has sent personnel and equipment to the Carr Fire in Redding, and Pawnee Fire in Lake County. We 

also provided station coverage for Cal Fire after their entire Ranger unit was deployed to the Mendo Complex. The Mutual Aid 

system is California is strong and provides resources wherever needed across the state to deal with our increasingly devastating 

wildfires. 

HBF has also experienced a large number of structure fires in the past couple of months ranging from single room fires in a 

residence to a fully involved commercial fire on the Fields Landing dock. Each incident had its unique challenges and causes but 

fortunately no injuries were reported and damage was limited as much as possible. 

With cooler nighttime temperatures here, it is important to be vigilant and careful with the use of heaters and wood stoves. 

Humboldt Bay Fire responds each year to fires that result from chairs, sofas, and other combustibles being too close to heaters or 

stoves, and from items being placed on floor furnaces or heaters. These items often get there in the summer when the heater or 

stove isn’t in use, and can easily be forgotten in the fall. A thermostat turned all the way down does not necessarily turn the 

heating device off; it still comes on when the temperature drops low enough. Keep combustibles or anything that will burn at least 

three feet from any heating sources. A reminder too that with fall also comes wet roads, and the need for all of us to slow down 



Humboldt Bay Fire would like to remind everyone that “Residential” burn permits have been suspended within 

its boundaries.  This suspension is concurrent with the Cal Fire burn suspension effective July 2, 2018.  

The suspension typically continues until sometime in October, depending on weather, wildfire and available 

fire suppression resources. 

Structure Fire/Explosion  15 

Vehicle Fire 10 

Rubbish/ Vegetation Fire 83 

Medical Aid Response 908 

Extrication/Water Rescue 2 

Animal Control 0 

Haz Mat/Combustible Spill 9 

Other Hazards Response 12 

Other/Service Call/False Alarm 630 

Third Quarter Total 1,669 

2018 YTD Total  4,956 

www.HBFire.org               www.facebook.com/humboldtbayfire                       @humboldtbayfire                        @HumboldtBayFire 

and drive for the conditions.  

We are in the midst of National Fire Prevention Week with the theme of 

Look. Listen. Learn. To improve your home fire safety. Look for ways to 

reduce potential fire hazards in your house such as open flames, 

unattended cooking, and excessive use of electrical outlets and extension 

cords. Listen for your smoke alarm sounding and exit the room and building. 

Learn two ways out of your house or work building, plan a meeting place, 

and practice how you and your family or co-workers will meet. 

Humboldt Bay Fire is hosting Open Houses throughout the week of October 

7-13 at our outside stations from 4-6pm Monday through Thursday. We will 

host our main event on Saturday, October 13th at Fire Station 1, 533 C 

Street, in Eureka. We will be open from 10am to 3pm, and  have station 

tours, static safety displays, demonstrations of our 1904 steam fire engine, 

Tiller ladder truck and firefighting demos, raffle prizes and free food. Please 

check our facebook page for more details. Hope to see you there! 

 

Sean Robertson 

Fire Chief 



HBF firefighters participated in a 9/11 

Memorial Stair Climb in Sacramento. 

Each firefighter climbed 110 flights of 

stairs carrying the names of one of 

the fallen 343 firefighters.  

 

Pictured from left to right starting in 

the back row; Captain Michael 

Landry, Captain John Goodman, 

Captain David Terry, Firefighter 

Brandon Harlander, former HBF 

Engineer Andrew Hawkins (now with 

Atascadero Fire Dept.), Engineer 

Matt Dennis and former HBF 

Firefighter Craig Whitbeck (now with 

Milpitas Fire Dept.)  

 

Thank you for honoring those who 

lost their lives 17 years ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

           

Locally, Fire Chief Sean 

Robertson and the crew 

from Engine 8113 and HBF/

EPD Dispatcher Rachel 

joined other local fire 

agencies at a stair climb 

organized by Arcata Fire 

District at Humboldt State 

University. 

Firefighters climbed 110 

flights of stairs in full turnout 

gear while wearing their air 

packs. 

https://www.facebook.com/arcatafire/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD4cL9VPYUUMCU_iKJq7FERSjAiqjuS6EZuTB_cBo4pDmbkpbRBqozz_z5VsL5JQ1NomFuiVSYYjYJA&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDkVicowFK9OFZlZROZENQ8pHJ9B73Ly7jtIN2V968saIWEkwGDQBN1fdJczY-Wh3KdmvPrdCUAx4FDnD3--HXf4-wWCj
https://www.facebook.com/arcatafire/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARD4cL9VPYUUMCU_iKJq7FERSjAiqjuS6EZuTB_cBo4pDmbkpbRBqozz_z5VsL5JQ1NomFuiVSYYjYJA&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDkVicowFK9OFZlZROZENQ8pHJ9B73Ly7jtIN2V968saIWEkwGDQBN1fdJczY-Wh3KdmvPrdCUAx4FDnD3--HXf4-wWCj


I am a local girl, born and raised here in Humboldt County where 

most of my family still resides.  

 

I graduated from Eureka High School in 2009, not ready to leave 

my family I decided to stay in the area to attend Humboldt State 

University. From HSU I received my Bachelor of Arts in Early 

Childhood Education in 2013. Meanwhile, I began working part 

time at Jitter Bean Coffee Co. You might recognize me from the 

Harris Street location! I am forever thankful for my time at Jitter 

Bean, as not only did I gain an enormous amount of knowledge 

but I also met and worked with some of the most amazing 

people that I am still very close to.  

 

Wanting a more tradition work schedule, I left Jitter Bean to work 

as a Registration Specialist at St. Joseph Hospital. I worked 

primarily in the Emergency Department, but learned several 

other patient admission jobs, including registration for short stay 

surgery. I eventually left the admissions department and went to 

Home Infusion, registering patients. I loved my work at the 

hospital, meeting patients and hearing their stories. Most people 

do not go to the hospital when they are healthy, so we often 

encounter people on one of their bad days, when they are 

feeling their worst. I enjoyed trying to make their experience a better one if I could.  

 

As fate would have it, one of my old Jitter Bean Co-workers began working for HBF in 2014. That following 

year, there was a pending retirement in the front office and she asked if I knew anyone who would be 

interested and I had the perfect person, ME!  In May of 2015 I began a new chapter of my life and started 

working part time at Humboldt Bay Fire. I had no idea what to expect, but loved the feeling of giving back 

to my community. It is a privilege to work alongside the men and women of HBF and for an agency that 

serves and supports this community the way that HBF does.  

 

I knew I always wanted to work with people and continue to serve the community that I love. HBF has 

allowed me to do just that and more! Every day is a new day here! You never know who is going to call or 

walk through the door, and to be able to help people who need assistance makes me happy. I of course 

have enjoyed the perks of working here such as the ride in the Tiller Truck, being in the Rhody Parade and 

getting to see an aerial view of the City of Eureka from the platform truck (amazing!). One of my favorite 

duties is planning our Open House which is this Saturday October 13th. I also really enjoy scheduling the 

crews to do public education details at public schools or station tours here at Station 1.  My favorite part of 

my job is the awesome people I work with day in and day out who never cease to put a smile on my face 

or make me laugh, and make me look forward to coming to work. 

 

My time away from work is well spent with my husband, Anthony who is a firefighter for Arcata Fire District. 

Together we enjoy, traveling, exploring our beautiful area, working on the house we bought last year and 

hanging out with our adorable dog Kevin. I’m also currently taking a class in order to apply to the nursing 

program at College of the Redwoods. 

 

All in all, I am proud to work for Humboldt Bay Fire. My experience this far has been remarkable. I look 

forward to continuing to serve this community that I love!  

  
 



Trick Or Treat…Let’s Have Some Fun!!!! 

Humboldt Bay Fire loves the holidays. Here’s a treat from us to you… a few safety tips for 

Halloween Safety. Let’s make it a safe and fun day by; 

 Making sure your decorations and costumes are fire retardant protected, 

 Use battery operated lights to illuminate your pumpkins, 

 Trick or treating while it’s still light outside, 

 Wearing a costume that is easy to walk in, does not impair your vision, and has light 

colors or reflective tape on it so drivers can see you.  

 Also, trick or treat in well lighted areas and only cross at corners and never between 

parked cars. If there’s no sidewalk, walk facing traffic.  

 For the kids out there, always have an adult with you.  

 Wait until you get home to sort and check your treats and NEVER eat unwrapped or 

homemade treats.  

 

 

Have a Happy Halloween!!! 



Our local 652 Professional Fire Fighters Union is affiliated with the International 

Association of Fire Fighters and is part of Humboldt Del Norte Central Labor Council.  Our goal is to 

work with our administration, parent agencies, and local partners to promote a safe and healthy 

work environment that will foster and retain quality employees who can best serve you, the 

community. 

 This month we are very excited to talk about common myths or misconceptions 

about the fire service. 

Firefighter myths explained. 

Have you ever wondered why you see fire engines at the grocery store and who pays for those 

groceries? 

Being stationed at the fire station is just like being at a house. In fact we call it the firehouse 

because just like our standard home, we cook and eat our meals when we are stationed there for 

our 48-hour shifts. So this includes at times going to the grocery store. These groceries are always 

paid for by the employee and not by Humboldt Bay Fire. It may seem like just a simple meal but 

being part of a cohesive team is very important in the fire service and one good way to build team 

synergy is to eat together. 

You may have also seen firefighters out for breakfast on Saturday or Sunday morning or perhaps 

during a holiday. This food also is paid for by the employee and not by Humboldt Bay Fire. This 

tradition started many years ago when the lumber 

industry and fishing industries began to decline in the 

area leading to the loss of a lot of jobs. As a result many 

in the fire department were encouraged to support the 

local economy by going out to breakfast. This not only 

put money in the restaurant owners pocket but also 

helped all of the staff and servers during difficult 

Economic Times when those with a stable government 

job could support that community in this way. That 

tradition continues today.   

Being at the grocery store or out to breakfast also gives 

us a valuable opportunity to interact with the public in a 

non emergency setting.  So many individuals in the 

community never interact with the fire department so 

we look at these as opportunities to greet other 

members of the community and build relationships. 

Fire Station 4 Kitchen 

 

 



 Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HumboltBayFirefightersUnionLocal652 

Check out our new website: https://humboldtbayfirefighters.org/ 

Another question we commonly get is why are we working out during our work hours at the fire 

station. Many do not know that part of our Cal-Osha mandated training is to have ongoing physical 

fitness training. Since many are members of local gyms they use their allotted work out time to go to 

their gym. This enables them to get a better quality work out and stay in good shape to meet the 

rigorous physical demands of the job. Again these memberships are paid for by the employee and 

not the department. Another time that you will see the fire department at the gym is when different 

members are continuing to train to qualify to be on the water rescue program by swimming in the 

pool. 

 

Have you ever wondered what the schedule is like for a firefighter?   

Humboldt Bay professional firefighters work a 56 Hour work week at a minimum. Our shifts are 48-

hour shifts and that means that we stay at work that whole time.  The station includes bedrooms to 

catch a nap between calls after 5pm.  From 8 am to 5 pm we care for all of our daily business and 

respond to emergency calls. We do fire safety inspections, public education, vehicle and 

equipment maintenance, and a lot of required training.  After 5 we stay at the station and respond 

to calls as they come in. During this time we are able to work on other tasks, including but not limited 

to; training, studying for promotional opportunities, online education, pre-planning for hazards in our 

area and writing incident reports.  

 

 

 



Growing up in Humboldt County, Jennelle graduated 

from McKinleyville High School. Coming from a local 

family, she spent time working at her family’s business, 

but a career change came for Jennelle after the first 

time she saw a dispatcher in action. She was amazed 

by how much one person could do simultaneously and 

what an impact they could have. It was then she knew 

she wanted to become one of those people! 

Jennelle joined the Eureka Police and Fire Department 

in July of 2006. One of the things she loves most about 

the department is the people. Everyone from the 

citizens who phone, Fire Fighters, Police Officers to her 

fellow dispatchers. 

When she’s not working the console in the 

communications center, Jennelle spends her days with her husband, two kids and their dog Ruger. 

Her favorite hobbies include going on walks and runs, playing with her kids at the park and 

practicing yoga. 

Jennelle is a Senior Dispatcher, CTO (communications training officer), attends neighborhood watch 

meetings as well as other community oriented events, and has completed numerous trainings 

nationwide throughout her dispatch career.  She has also dedicated many hours giving back to our 

department, including but not limited to fundraising and coordinating our Dispatcher Appreciation 

Dinner to honor each other for the stressful but rewarding job we do.  

We are thankful Jennelle is a part of the Eureka Police and Fire Dispatch team and that she chose 

our department to fulfill her desire to be there for others.   

 

Thank you Jennelle!     

 



At this time of year, as the nights start to get cold, it is not uncommon for heater and 

furnace related fire incidents to occur.  It is important for people to be aware that 

heating equipment may operate automatically.  

  Often occupants think a furnace was turned off because they have adjusted the 

thermostat to the lowest setting.  This does not turn the furnace off; rather the furnace 

is set to a low temperature setting. When the temperature gets cold, the furnace 

activates.   

  Your firefighters remind you to be cautious when using any type of heating appliance, 

and to recognize the features of thermostat controlled furnaces.   

  Some safety tips that apply to all types of heating appliances: 

 Do not place coverings over floor furnaces. 

 Move combustibles away from floor and wall furnaces. This includes furniture. 

 Have your furnace cleaned and serviced to ensure safe and efficient operation. 

 Inspect the walls and ceiling near the furnace or heater; if the wall is hot to the 

touch or discolored, discontinue use immediately, and have the appliance checked. 

 If you heat with wood, move combustibles at least 36” away from the stove or 

fireplace. Again, this applies to furniture as well. 

 Never discard hot ashes inside or near the home. Place them in a metal container 

outside and well away from the house or other buildings. 

Have your stove pipe, chimney, or flue cleaned and inspected prior to use. 

 Humboldt Bay Fire is hoping to avoid furnace, heater, and woodstove fires by 

reminding our community of these steps to help make the use of such 

appliances safe. 

 



CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

November 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

December 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults, Children and Infants  

$60 

November 10, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Pre-registration with pre-payment is REQUIRED  

 

Register by calling (707) 441-4000 or stopping by 533 C  Street in Eureka  

 

HBF office hours are Monday-  Friday  8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  Closed 12:00-1:00 for lunch 



Anniversaries 

Captain Jim Andresen 31  yrs (July) 

Battalion Chief Kent Hulbert 22 yrs (July) 

Engineer Jeff Broberg, 22  yrs (August) 

Captain Carl Gossien, 21  yrs (September) 

Fire Chief Sean Robertson, 20 yrs (August) 

Captain Brooks Conner, 16 yrs (August) 

Captain Chris Mitchell, 16 yrs (August)  

Engineer Kevin Voorhees, 16 yrs (August) 

Engineer Matt McFarland, 16  yrs (August) 

Captain Kris Kalman, 9  yrs (September) 

Engineer Arly Allen, 9  yrs (September) 

Firefighter Hank Stoffers. 9  yrs (September) 

Administrative Assistant Ashleigh Jordan, 3 yrs  (July)  

 

Retirements:  

None 

 

Why not go 

for a run 

with your 

best friend? 
 

Bark in the Park  

will be Sunday  

October 21st 

************ 


