
Second Quarter 2018 (April– June)  

E-Newsletter 

We fulfill our mission by living our core values: Professionalism, Respect, Image, Discipline & Efficiency  

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of Humboldt Bay Fire’s quarterly newsletter!  It 

has been a busy quarter for your fire department. 

As most of you have seen the start to the 2018 California Fire Season has been busy.  As 

of this writing, there are multiple large fires burning throughout the state.  The fires 

began in earnest in mid-June and promise to make this a long season.  Humboldt Bay 

Fire participated in a local government strike team (five local fire engines from 

Humboldt Bay Fire and neighboring departments plus a strike team leader from 

Humboldt Bay Fire) to the Pawnee Fire in Lake County.  This fast moving fire ultimately 

scorched 15,185 acres and destroyed 22 structures.  From their arrival until their 

release, our local crews were constantly engaged in operations to limit the spread of 

the fire and stop the destruction and threat to life it posed.  This fire was yet another 

example of the devastation that wildfires present to our state every year.  We as a department are honored to be capable of 

helping out our neighbors around the state in their time of need knowing they will do the same when we need it.  We 

unfortunately anticipate the need for lending more help this summer as the season progresses. 

Also this quarter saw the re-activation of Humboldt Bay Fire’s water rescue program.  Being a community bordered by Humboldt 

Bay, we receive many calls each year for water rescues ranging from people who’ve fallen off docks and boats, to vehicles in the 

water/bay, to persons who’ve jumped from the Samoa Bridge.  As the fire department we are the ones first called to the scene to 

assess the situation and begin the rescue process as our fire stations are typically faster to the scene than the United States Coast 

Guard and Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department boat.  Our ability to safely conduct these rescue services were severely 

hampered while our team was inactive.  However, through positive communication and great cooperation between our 

department’s administration and our personnel we were able to not only bring the team back fully staffed but are also in the 

process of expanding what the team can do increasing their value to not only our community but to others as well.  All personnel 

have completed the required training and the team is fully back in service and ready to respond at a moment’s notice!  

Lastly, but certainly not least, Humboldt Bay Fire has completed the testing process for our new, permanent Fire Chief.  Humboldt 

Bay Fire Battalion Chief Sean Robertson excelled in the process and has been offered the job to lead our department.  Chief 

Robertson will take office on August 1st, 2018 prepared to keep our positive momentum going and taking your fire department 

into the future.  He has communicated a clear direction, vision and plan for the department that we are all excited to get to work 

on.  We hope to be holding a promotion ceremony in early August for our new Chief and several other promotions as well.  The 

exact time and date is still to be determined. 

In closing it has been an honor for me to serve as your interim Fire Chief for the past seven months.  Your fire department has 

gathered a lot of forward momentum in that time and this can be attributed to a true team effort top to bottom in our 

organization.  From our board of directors, to our administration, to our firefighters…we have all pulled in the same direction and 

are unified in continuing to provide excellent customer service and exploring other ways we can enhance what we already do.  I 

will return to my previous rank of Deputy Fire Chief and continue to serve our customers, our personnel, and our community at 

large.  As always I encourage you all to stop by our stations, meet your firefighters, and learn about what we are doing and where 

we are going! 



Our Website has a new look. Check it out!    

 

www.HBFire.org 

Structure Fire/Explosion  12 

Vehicle Fire 5 

Rubbish/ Vegetation Fire 28 

Medical Aid Response 872 

Extrication/Water Rescue 2 

Animal Control 1 

Haz Mat/Combustible Spill 7 

Other Hazards Response 13 

Other/Service Call/False Alarm 608 

Second Quarter Total 1,548 

2018 YTD Total  3,287 

www.HBFire.org               www.facebook.com/humboldtbayfire                       @humboldtbayfire                            @HumboldtBayFD 



 

Zone 1 

Zone 1 extends 30 feet* out from buildings, 

structures, decks, etc.  

Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds 

(vegetation). 

Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles 

from your yard, roof and rain gutters. 

Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum 

of 10 feet from other trees. 

Remove branches that hang over your roof and 

keep dead branches 10 feet away from your 

chimney. 

Relocate wood piles into Zone 2. 

Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs 

near windows. 

Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and under decks. 

Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could catch fire, such as patio furniture, wood piles, swing sets, etc. 

 

Zone 2  

Zone 2 extends to the additional 70 feet to achieve the 100 foot overall clearance. 

Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches. 

Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and trees. (See photo below) 

Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs and trees. (See photo below) 

Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, and small branches. However, they may be permitted to a depth of 3 inches if 

erosion control is an issue.  

 

 

Creating a defensible space is essential to improve your 

home's chance of surviving a wildfire or even a fire 

caused from a simple BBQ or campfire. Creating this  

buffer using the steps above will not only increase your 

safety during the summer months, but may also  

provide your home with additional protection during 

from branches and debris during the winter storms we 

encounter on the North Coast. 



Hello All, I’m Kevin Voorhees an Engineer driving Engine 8112 at Station 2 for your 

Humboldt Bay Fire Department. I was born in Arcata and have lived most my life in 

Mckinleyville. Just before my second birthday my family moved to Daly City while 

my father attended U.C.S.F. School of Pharmacy. The day he graduated, we packed 

the car and headed back to Humboldt County. I attended several elementary 

schools and graduated from Mckinleyville High School in 1984. I earned an A.A. 

degree from College of the Redwoods in 1987. While I attended CR, I began working 

at A&L Feed and Garden in Mckinleyville. I started in the barn cleaning and loading 

feed. When I left there 15 years later, I was the store manager.  

While at A&L, I worked with my friend Kent from high school. At the time he was a 

volunteer with Arcata Volunteer Fire Department. He encouraged me to join the 

department. I put in my application and in August of 1993 I began attending 

Monday night drills and my life in the fire service. I was voted in as a full member of 

Arcata Volunteer Fire Department in February of 1994. Later that year, I attended 

the first HROP Firefighter I Academy and received my state Firefighter I certificate. In 1995, I went through HSU’s Center Activities 

Emergency Technician I class. During my 9 years with Arcata, I became a CPR instructor, Engineer for Engine 1, and then a Duty 

Captain. I also held the positions of Membership Chairman, Vice President, and President of the Volunteer Board of Directors. As with 

many volunteer departments, fundraising was a major part of the department.  I spent many hours at the Golf Tournament, Valentines 

Dance, 4th of July Beer Booth, and many small dinners as needed for fundraising. It was very satisfying when much of those funds were 

used to remodel Arcata’s main station on 9th Street. 

In 2001, I applied for a joint hiring test put on by the City of Eureka and Humboldt Fire District #1. In August of 2002, after about a six 

month process, I was hired by Eureka. After a six week in-house academy, I started shift work on September 20th. About a year later I 

was “volunteered” to the radio collateral duty because of my computer skills. I still work on the programming and maintenance of the 

department’s communication equipment. My love of local history lead me to becoming the Historian for Eureka Fire. I love to collect, 

preserve, and share stories, pictures, collectables, and equipment from our department. Since Eureka and Humboldt Fire District #1 

combined in 2011, I hope to save the history of the fire service in the greater Eureka area.  

One of the things I am most proud of, is demonstrating our 1904 American Steam Fire Engine, “Old Town Steam Company No. 2” every 

October for our department’s open house. We were invited in 2006 to the Centennial Celebration of the Great 1906 San Francisco 

Earthquake. We took our operational 1849 Hunnaman Hand Engine, purchased by Eureka from San Francisco in 1864. We also took 

down and demonstrated the operation of “Old Town No. 2”. It was an honor pumping to San Francisco’s 1902 75’ water tower. Then 

in 2010 we were invited by Fire Chief Arnold from Jacksonville Oregon to help celebrate the town’s 150th Anniversary of its founding. 

We had a great time in the parade and keeping the children of Jacksonville cool on a hot summer’s day. My current history project is 

documenting the historic fire houses in Eureka and the surrounding area. I am a member of Friends of Sequoia 6, a group dedicated to 

preserving the last historic fire station in Eureka. The Sequoia 6 fire house is located on J Street near Eureka High School. We hope to 

open the station as a fire museum in the near future. I am always looking for stories, pictures, or memorabilia from the fire service, so 

please contact me if you have items you would like to see preserved for the future. 

Away from work, I have been married to my lovely wife, Cheryl, for almost 23 years. Our daughter, Haley, just completed her freshman 

year at Southern Oregon University. The three of us share the love of the outdoors. If we are not out in the garden, we can be found 

walking along the many beaches or wandering the redwoods enjoying and taking pictures of our great area. Around the house I enjoy 

wood and metal working, archery, astronomy, photography, and making other craft projects. We also spend time with our families in 

Mckinleyville and Ferndale. This time of the year when I’m not working my family can be found at the Arcata ballpark rooting on the 

Crabs and listening to the Crabgrass Band. During our summer trips, we can be found looking for waterfalls, volcanos, mountains and 

museums across the western United States.  

Hope to see you in October during our open house! 



Fire in the grill, under hot dogs and burgers, is a welcome sight at the family cookout. But fire anywhere else can make 

your summer kick-off barbecue memorable for all the wrong reasons. To keep you and your family safe while grilling, 

follow these general guidelines: 

General grilling tips: 

Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors. 

The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out from under eaves and overhanging 

branches. 

Keep children and pets away from the grill area. 

Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill. 

Never leave your grill unattended. 

Propane grills: 

Before you use your grill:  

Check the major connection points between the gas (propane) tank hose and the regulator and cylinder, and where 

the hose connects to the burners. Tighten if loose. 

 Check the gas (propane) tank hose for the potential (gas) leaks. To do that, apply a light soap and water solution to the 

hose using a brush or spray bottle. Turn the propane tank on. If there is a gas leak, the propane will release bubbles 

around the hose (big enough to see). If there are no bubbles, your grill is safe to use. If there are bubbles, turn off the 

tank and check connections, then have your grill serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak doesn’t 

stop, call the fire department immediately. 

When the grill is on: 

As you are cooking, if you smell gas, turn off the gas tank and burners. 

If the leak stops immediately, get the grill serviced by a professional before using it again. 

If the smell continues, move away from the grill and call the fire department immediately. Do not move the grill. 

Charcoal grills: 

There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start the charcoal 

using newspaper as a fuel. If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any 

other flammable liquids to the fire. Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat sources. There 

are also electric charcoal starters, which do not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for outdoor use. When you 

are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool before disposing in a metal container. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Humboldt Bay Fire at (707) 441-4000 

(Source NFPA 2016) 

 



Our local 652 Professional Fire Fighters Union is affiliated with the International 

Association of Fire Fighters and is part of Humboldt Del Norte Central Labor Council.  Our goal is to work 

with our administration, parent agencies, and local partners to promote a safe and healthy work 

environment that will foster and retain quality employees who can best serve you, the community. 

This month we are very excited to talk about the return of the Water Rescue Program to Humboldt 

Bay Fire.  Not only is this a critical need for our community but it is an example of the Union and the 

Administration working together to build a better all-risk emergency service Fire Department. 

We want to take the time to thank the JPA Board and Interim Fire Chief Reynolds for all of their 

support and efforts to revive this program.  Cooperating with local 652, they were able to allocate funding 

to pay for protective equipment, classes, incentive pay, and ongoing training.   

 
  

On June 10th HBF’s Water Rescue Team officially started operating again.  The team consists of 12 

full members and 1 alternate. Each member is outfitted with the following gear: 

Wet suit, Dry suit 
Booties, Gloves, Hood 
High Visibility Rash Guard, PFD with quick release device 
Fins, Snorkel and mask 
 

 Each apparatus is equipped with the standard water rescue bag for shore based crews.  This bag 

consists of life jackets for crew safety and rope bags which can be used to throw to a victim in the water 

and drag them safely to shore.  Water rescue cans are also placed on each apparatus and these can be used 

by water rescue swimmers to float up to two people.  Additionally, three apparatus (8112, 8174, 8113) have 



 Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HumboltBayFirefightersUnionLocal652 

Check out our new website: https://humboldtbayfirefighters.org/ 

water rescue boards with handles capable of floating 6 individuals. It is the swimmers discretion which piece 

of equipment they choose to use based on the conditions given. 

 Every swimmer has taken the SFT Open Water Rescuer- Basic course.  The class is 24 hours over 3 

days, which covers shore based training, in-water rescue techniques, boat and helicopter operations, 

submerged victim searches and surf rescue components.  A few individuals have been trained in Swift Water 

Rescue as well.  We will be working on getting the rest of the team swift water trained as time and budget 

permit. We will conduct 4 quarterly trainings each year and members are required to meet at least 50 % of 

these drills to stay on the team.  In addition, each member must pass a swim test that is 500 yards in under 

12 minutes.  We’re proud to say most of our members are able to make the swim in under 10 minutes!  All 

12 fulltime team members receive 3% incentive pay. Swimmers are expected to swim and train off duty to 

maintain a higher level of physical fitness in order to meet the rigorous demands that a water rescue 

response would place on them.  We will also be conducting joint training with outside agencies such as the 

US Coast Guard, Southern Humboldt Tech Rescue and Eel River Tech Rescue.   

 We are available to respond throughout most of the bay, Elk River, Freshwater and all adjoining 

sloughs. We are available for mutual aid on a case by case basis. Swimmers are now able to respond to 

rescues off of any of the Harbor Districts boats. We hope in the future to acquire personal water craft to 

expand our rescue capabilities throughout the bay. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In conclusion we again want to thank everyone who worked to bring back this excellent program that 

better provides community service to the greater Humboldt Bay area. 



 

Growing up in Humboldt County, Jennelle graduated 

from McKinleyville High School. Coming from a local 

family, she spent time working at her family’s business, 

but a career change came for Jennelle after the first 

time she saw a dispatcher in action. She was amazed 

by how much one person could do simultaneously and 

what an impact they could have. It was then she knew 

she wanted to become one of those people! 

Jennelle joined the Eureka Police and Fire Department 

in July of 2006. One of the things she loves most about 

the department is the people. Everyone from the 

citizens who phone, Fire Fighters, Police Officers to her 

fellow dispatchers. 

When she’s not working the console in the communications center, Jennelle spends her days with 

her husband, two kids and their dog Ruger. Her favorite hobbies include going on walks and runs, 

playing with her kids at the park and practicing yoga. 

Jennelle is a Senior Dispatcher, CTO (communications training officer), attends neighborhood watch 

meetings as well as other community oriented events, and has completed numerous trainings 

nationwide throughout her dispatch career.  She has also dedicated many hours giving back to our 

department, including but not limited to fundraising and coordinating our Dispatcher Appreciation 

Dinner to honor each other for the stressful but rewarding job we do.  

We are thankful Jennelle is a part of the Eureka Police and Fire Dispatch team and that she chose 

our department to fulfill her desire to be there for others.   

 

Thank you Jennelle!     

 



We all like to get away for days, and sometimes, weeks during the summer and spend time 
with our friends or family. There’s nothing worse than having that fun ruined by spending 
time in the hospital or clinic to treat injuries, illnesses, or other conditions that may hap-
pen while away from home. Being away from home can be stressful in itself.  Humboldt 
Bay Fire is offering a few safety tips for your travels this summer.  
 
Things to help reduce the stress while traveling:  
 
 Research your destination. Understand some of the hazards in the area, such as           

poisonous snakes, extreme weather conditions that may occur, and road restrictions.   
 Leave a copy of your itinerary and contact information with a family member or friend.  
 If you are flying, travel light, with only essentials in your carry on, such as a day or two 

of clothes and essential medications. Arrive early at the airport to reduce stress caused 
by being in a hurry.   

 When on the road, ensure your children are buckled in or seated in approved child  
safety seats. Bring along a basic first aid kit for those minor injuries that may occur.  

 Discuss with your family members who to call and what information, such as your       
current location, to give to emergency dispatchers. Have vital medical information,     
allergies, conditions, and medications available for emergency responders in the event 
a friend or family member ends up needing medical attention.  

 At a hotel, find the nearest exits. Teach your children basic emergency procedures, like 
what to do if there’s a fire.  

 Make sure your kids use safety equipment, such as helmets and life vests when the fun 
has a little more risk or involves vehicles such as ATV’s, boats, or bicycles.  

 
 
Remember, be safe and have fun!!! 
  

 



CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

August 14, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

September 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

October 09, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

November 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

December 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults, Children and Infants  

$60 

August 11, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

September 08, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

October 13, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

November 10, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

December 08, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

 

Pre-registration with pre-payment is REQUIRED  

 

Register by calling (707) 441-4000 or stopping by 533 C  Street in Eureka  

 

HBF office hours are Monday-  Friday  8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  Closed 12:00-1:00 for lunch 



Anniversaries 

Deputy Chief Bill Reynolds, 21 yrs (June) 

Captain  Nathan Baxley, 13 yrs (June) 

Engineer Mitchell Mills, 13 yrs (June) 

Captain Ben Miller, 13 yrs (June) 

Captain Nick Launius, 12 yrs (May) 

Engineer Trevor Morris, 12 yrs (May) 

Engineer Neil Butler, 12 yrs (May) 

Captain Russell Boham, 11 yrs (April) 

Captain Tony Freeman, 11  yrs (April) 

Engineer Kevin Stokes, 11 yrs (April) 

Firefighter Yolla Montalbin, 11 yrs (April) 

Captain Jon Chambers, 10 yrs (June) 

Engineer John Goodman, 10 yrs (June) 

Engineer Stefan Rheinschmidt, 9 yrs (April) 

Engineer Brett Egbert, 6 yrs (April) 

Engineer Matthew Dennis, 6 yrs (May) 

Firefighter Eddie Blevins, 5 yrs (May) 

 

Retirements:  

Captain Anna Gillespie, 19 yrs (April)  

 

Why not go 

for a run 

with your 

best friend? 
 

Bark in the Park  

will be Sunday  

October 21st 

************ 


