
First Quarter 2018 (January– March)  

E-Newsletter 

We fulfill our mission by living our core values: Professionalism, Respect, Image, Discipline & Efficiency  

Happy Spring 2018 from Humboldt Bay Fire! 

As of this writing we have recently experienced two relatively minor, but felt by many, 

earthquakes in our area.  The first earthquake, measuring in at 4.6 on the Richter Scale, 

occurred off the coast of Ferndale during the morning hours.  The second earthquake 

measured 4.7 and occurred off the coast of Eureka near Humboldt Hill during the 

evening.  Both were large enough to be felt and remind our citizens that we indeed do 

live in earthquake country.  While these two events were small in the grand scheme of 

things, it is important to have a family or workplace plan in place prior to “the big one.”  

Prior preparation ensures that before, during and after an event that family members 

and co-workers know what is expected of them and what they need to do to keep 

themselves and others safe.   

Several things can be done ahead of an earthquake to prepare.  One of the first things on your preparation list should be assembly 

of a 72 hour emergency kit.  Immediately following a large earthquake, emergency services are likely to be inundated with calls for 

help.  You should plan to be self-sufficient for up to 72 hours after an event with adequate food (don’t forget your pets!), water, 

medications, first aid supplies, lighting, communication equipment such as cell phones and chargers, as well as many other items 

not listed here.  In addition to a 72 hour kit, talk to your family and co-workers about having a plan for your home/business.  

Discuss items such as evacuation plans (should evacuation be necessary).  Perform an assessment of your home/business to 

identify potential hazards, such as loose objects that pose falling hazards to unsecured furniture that may fall during an earthquake 

and takes steps to mitigate those hazards ahead of the earthquake.  Conduct “drop, cover and hold” drills with family and co-

workers so that should an earthquake occur, it is second nature to protect yourselves. 

During an earthquake practice the “drop, cover and hold” method of protecting yourself.  If you are inside shield your body by 

using furniture, such as covering under a desk, and stay still until the shaking stops.  If after the shaking stops you need to exit a 

multi-story building, make sure to use the stairs rather than the elevator.  Have an evacuation plan with a meeting place, where 

your family/co-workers can meet up at the meeting place and ensure that everyone was able to evacuate safely. 

If an earthquake occurs while you are outside, attempt to find a clear area, drop to the ground and stay there until the shaking 

stops.  Try to pick a location that is far away from buildings, power lines, trees, or other potential hazards.  If the quake occurs 

while you are driving, pull over to a clear, safe location and stop!  Stay inside your vehicle with your seatbelt fastened until the 

shaking stops.  If you must drive after the shaking stops, exercise extreme caution and avoid bridges and/or ramps that may have 

been damaged.  If a power line falls on your vehicle, do not get out!  Stay inside and wait for assistance from professionals.  If you 

are in a rural area near unstable slopes and cliffs, be alert for falling rocks and other debris. 

After the quake expect and prepare for aftershocks, tsunamis, or landslides.  Aftershocks occur frequently in the minutes, days, and 

even weeks after.  Each time you feel an aftershock, remember to drop, cover and hold as sometimes the aftershocks can be as big 
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or bigger than the initial quake. Immediately and safely check for injuries 

and get first aid if needed.   Do an initial observation of your home or 

business looking quickly for damage in and around the structure.  Listen for 

important emergency information via the radio, television, or social media 

following the event, but be prepared with battery powered equipment 

should the power be out.   

These items should not be considered a comprehensive list of preparation 

steps, but more a guideline to get your preparation started.  For more 

detailed lists on what you can do to prepare for the big one, utilize 

resources such as the American Red Cross or websites such as Ready.gov to 

help guide you.   

Having a plan in place and knowing the plan ahead of time will help protect 

you and your loved ones from potential injury or death.  Any natural 

disaster has the potential to be a life changing event for those involved.  

The more prepared you are prior to a major event, the more you increase 

your chances for survival and recovery in the days and weeks following the 

event. 

As always, if you have any questions regarding disaster preparedness please 

give us at Humboldt Bay Fire a call as we’re always happy to help! 



 

As many people know, California is prone to wildfire in many of its areas. Although it is still early spring, 

grass and brush will burn. We are not as likely to see large grass or brush fires in our area this time of year 

as the humidity is typically too high; what is likely is that it creates access problems for public safety, 

potential for damage from wind storms, and it is a violation of the California Code of Regulations Fire Code 

to maintain a property with combustible waste material.  

 

California Fire Code, Chapter 3 - Precautions Against Fire, Section 301, identifies that no person shall permit 

any fire hazard to exist on premises under their control, or fail to take immediate action to abate a fire hazard 

when requested to do so by the enforcing agency. The section goes on to define what a “fire hazard” is. A 

“fire hazard” is a condition that will increase or may cause an increase of fire to a greater degree than 

customarily recognized as normal by persons in the public service of preventing, suppressing or 

extinguishing fire: or which may obstruct, delay, or hinder response. In other words, extremely tall grass, 

overgrown brush, trees with limbs too low can hinder emergency vehicles from accessing locations and 

deploying equipment in a timely fashion in the event of an emergency.  

 

After receiving a report of a hazard, we will respond to determine if there is a hazard as defined by the fire 

code and issue a case number to begin the process of abating the issue. The abatement process can take 

up to several months to complete through the administrative steps that are required. It is our intent to work 

with the property owner but also achieve compliance to ensure a safe community.  

 

If you have any questions or would like to report a weed issue, please contact Humboldt Bay Fire at           

441-4000.  You can also report an issue on our website  under the Community Risk Reduction page.  



My name is Ray Marchi.  I am 36 years old and have lived in Eureka 
my entire life.  My early years were spent playing soccer and baseball 
and every summer we would be up at our family ranch in Sayler.  I 
always pleaded with my mom to let me play football, but after losing 
every argument, I chose dirt bikes instead.  After saving for many 
months, I saved enough money to buy my first bike, a 1983 CR 
125.  So much fun!  During high school and several years after, a 
group of my riding buddies and I would be gone every weekend up 
and down the west coast at a motocross track.  I graduated from 
Eureka High in 1999 and enrolled at College of the Redwoods.  Two 
and a half years later I had my Associates degree and then enrolled at 
HSU studying business. I took one semester off to buy a house and 
get married in 2004, but…………fourteen years later.  

At this point in my life I had no idea of what I wanted to do.  After 
graduating high school, I worked in the construction field, held a job at 
Marie Calendars restaurant, and worked at Longs Drugs.  It was also 

during this time that I got together with my future wife Kelsey.  Her father was a local contractor and I started to 
work with him.  I grew to love construction and the idea of building something that I can live in.  On one of my jobs, 
I helped a homeowner with his roof on the addition project to his house.  Just in conversation I found out that he 
was a Captain at the Eureka Fire Dept.  This sounded interesting to me so I asked more questions and he told me 
about the volunteers.  A short time later I looked into this idea, but was told that the city was not accepting any new 
volunteers so I went over to the Humboldt #1 Fire Protection District.  After taking the initial interviews and tests, I 
became an active volunteer for the District.  As time passed, I grew to love the idea of being a Firefighter and 
started working toward this new goal.  I completed the EMT program at CR and got my Firefighter 1 certificate.  In 
2006 I was awarded the Volunteer of the year award and was hired fulltime by the District on February 1, 2007.  

My roles have changed through the years.  After two and a half years on the job, I successfully completed 
the testing to become an Engineer and have really enjoyed that position ever since.  I pride myself in getting my 
crew to and from our calls safely and up until a year ago, I had not put a scratch on a fire engine, that mail box 
should not have been there!  I have been on the water rescue team and I am currently assigned with another 
engineer to take care of our departments hose category.  We deal with all maintenance, testing , and purchasing of 
the fire hose for Humboldt Bay Fire.  I have also completed my Company Officer certificate which is a series of 
state classes needed for one of the pre-requisite’s to take HBF’s captain test.  I am still having fun driving so 
maybe a couple years down the road I will be ready to promote again. 

Outside of my fire job, I have been married to my beautiful wife for fourteen years and we have two 
kids.  My son is twelve and loves playing soccer and basketball, and spends way too much time on the x-box!  My 
daughter is ten and also loves soccer but is more into arts and crafts.  Our dinner table is always covered in 
projects!  My wife runs a successful infant photography business from home and I still enjoy doing construction 
work on my days off.  We love to travel and try to plan a big trip each year.  Now that my son is big enough, we 
have taken up backpacking again.  When I was younger, my parents took me on most trails in the Trinity Alps and I 
loved it!  I want my kids to see and experience the same awesome sights and sounds up in the mountains.  My 
wife’s family has a summer cabin at Ruth Lake and several weekends a year, some lazy dock days will be spent 
up there!  My hobbies have changed from when I was younger.  I used to have dirt bikes, mountain bikes, and 
snow boards but since I don’t like to get injured anymore I have taken up playing poker.  I go on multiple trips every 
year all over the United States following a tournament series and every summer I go to Las Vegas to play in the 
World Series of Poker.      

Through my travels I have seen every corner of the United States, and at the end of every trip I always look 
forward to coming home.  Humboldt county is so awesome and I can’t imagine living anywhere else.  My job allows 
me to be a part of this awesome community and to help people on what could be the worst day of their lives and I 
am grateful for that opportunity.         



Our local 652 Professional Fire Fighters Union is affiliated with the 

International Association of Fire Fighters and is part of Humboldt Del Norte Central Labor Council.  

Our goal is to work with our administration, parent agencies, and local partners to promote a safe 

and healthy work environment that will foster and retain quality employees who can best serve you, 

the community. 

 This month we wanted to provide some information on our community outreach programs.  

 Our department mission statement talks about our being committed to community service.  

That is more than just a line on the wall, and we participate in that service both on and off duty.  We 

wanted to highlight some Union driven annual community events.   

 One is the annual Professional Firefighters 652 Toy Drive and Santa for Seniors.  Partnering 

with the Salvation Army, Humboldt Bay Firefighters collect toys for underprivileged children and 

money for seniors in need.  Every year the community generously supports our toy drive and fund 

raiser donating hundreds of new toys at various drop off points for several weeks, which are then 

distributed through the Salvation Army.  The toy drive started back in the early 1900’s.  It was 

started by Firefighters at the time fixing and repairing broken toys. Santa for Seniors started about 

2012 in with partnership from St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another popular outreach event is the annual Bark in the Park fun race.  This is a “dog friendly” 

community and this annual event allows pets and their people the time to gather for a fun run/ walk 

in the Sequoia Park.  This event has many local sponsors and each year raises hundreds of dollars 

for local animal shelters and non-profits.  

 In 2015 and 2016 we raised a total of $14,000 for local non-profit animal charities. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also had several relay for life teams, and many of our members have coached local 

sports teams. 

Another aspect of our community involvement is our spouses and children.   

They work hard to make these community events a success! 

We want to thank all of our local sponsors, business partners, local unions, and community 

members who help us with these awesome community events! Thank you to all those who 

continue to support Local 652 Humboldt Bay Professional Firefighters! 

 Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HumboltBayFirefightersUnionLocal652 

Check out our new website: https://humboldtbayfirefighters.org/ 



Meet Kylie! 

 

Kylie has grown up in Eureka since age 10. She graduated 
from Eureka High and attended several years at College of 
the Redwoods. Prior to dispatching Kylie worked at Health 
Sport and as a nanny and knew she wanted to continue in a 
career where she was able to help people.   

 

Kylie joined the Eureka Police and Fire Department in 2014 
after her grandfather saw the job posting and encouraged her 
to apply. It was during the hiring process she learned her 
grandmother had also been a dispatcher in the 1960’s.   

 

One of Kylie’s most memorable calls is working when an 
attempted bank robbery occurred. The suspects had placed 
calls to report incidents across town from where they planned 
the robbery to tie up law enforcement resources. Utilizing 

technology with the 9-1-1 system and prior contacts with the phone number, dispatch was able to 
aid detectives in catching the suspects before the crime was committed.  

 

Kylie said she is thankful that her career has become her passion. Going home at the end of the day 
knowing she was able to help someone on their potentially worst day is one of the things that makes 
her most proud to be part of the first responder family.  In her free time Kylie enjoys spending her 
time with her husband Aric who is a firefighter with CAL-Fire and their 7 month old daughter Bristol.    

 

Kylie’s love for family and her profession make her a wonderful asset to the Eureka Police and Fire 
Department. Thank you Kylie! 



CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

April 10, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

May 08, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

June 12, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

July 10, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

August 14, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

September 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

October 09, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

November 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

December 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults, Children and Infants  $60 

April 14, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

May 12, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

June 09, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

July 14, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

August 11, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

September 08, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

October 13, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

November 10, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

December 08, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 
 

Pre-registration with pre-payment is REQUIRED  

 

Register by calling (707) 441-4000  

Or stopping by 533 C  Street in Eureka  

 

HBF office hours are Monday-  Friday  

8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  Closed 12:00-1:00 for lunch 



Anniversaries 

Volunteer Fire Support Greg Jernigan, 34 yrs (March) 

 

Captain/Paramedic Tim Citro, 18 yrs (February) 

 

Captain Anna Gillespie, 18 yrs (February)  

 

Engineer Colin Beddow, 15 yrs (January) 

 

Firefighter Jason Campillo, 15 yrs (January) 

 

Captain Bret Banducci, 13 yrs (January) 

 

Engineer Ray Marchi, 11  yrs (February) 

 

Engineer Brandon Johnson, 9 yrs (January) 

 

Engineer Brett Christensen, 7 yrs (March) 

 

Engineer David Terry, 7 yrs (March) 

 

Executive Secretary  Jenna Harris, 4 yrs (February) 

 




