
Fourth Quarter (October– December) 2017 

E-Newsletter 

We fulfill our mission by living our core values: Professionalism, Respect, Image, Discipline & Efficiency  

Hello and happy holidays from Humboldt Bay Fire! 

This time of year brings festive times with family and friends as we celebrate the      

season.  This time of year also has its share of things to be aware of to keep you 

and your loved ones safe during these cold months.  Every year as the temperature 

drops, Humboldt Bay Fire sees an increase in calls to homes for fires caused by 

heating  appliances.  Whether it be a rug pulled over the top of a floor furnace 

causing the rug to catch fire, or a chimney fire in a chimney or stovepipe that    

hasn’t been cleaned or  inspected in a while, these incidents have the potential to 

have disastrous consequences.  Please try to remember, before firing up your 

heater, that they have adequate clearances from combustibles. Before building 

that roaring fire in the woodstove, be sure that maintenance has been performed and the chimney cleaned if needed. 

With the season we also have the presence of Christmas trees in many living rooms across our community.  Remember that 

while they are a key component and tradition of this holiday season, that the longer they sit in your living room, the more 

dry and hazardous they become.  Remember to take steps to keep them in water to alleviate some of the drying.  Also     

ensure they have adequate clearance from heating devices.  Once the season is over, most natural trees have become very 

dry so appropriate removal and disposal of the tree removes that danger. 

For some families, travel to celebrate with distant friends and family is a highlight of their season.  But with the cooler    

temperatures, we begin seeing ice and snow on the roadways (not so much snow in the greater Eureka area…but we do 

have our ice!).  If you plan to be traveling through areas with those hazards, make sure that you are aware of your speed, 

allow extra time to reach your destination, and drive defensively! 

Switching gears from seasonal safety messages, as I write this our brother and sister firefighters, including personnel from 

Humboldt Bay Fire and other Humboldt County Fire Departments, in Southern California continue to battle the Thomas Fire 

in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.  The fire is currently the fourth largest in California’s long fire history, has grown to 

242,500 acres with 30% containment, and 900 structures destroyed with 18,000 more threatened.  Also, yesterday we 

learned that a Firefighter from Cal-Fire tragically lost their life while fighting the fire on the same division as our Humboldt 

County firefighters.  While all of our local personnel are safe, the death of a fellow firefighter weighs heavy as they continue 

to fight hard to prevent more loss of life and property.  As all firefighters do, they continue to give their all to communities 

not their own, knowing that they will likely not be home for Christmas.  They are happy to do so knowing that if and when 

our communities ever needed similar help, they would receive the same without hesitation. 

As always, Humboldt Bay Fire stands ready to answer the calls here at home.  We invite you to visit your local fire station in 

your neighborhood and say hi to our crews.  Let them know your support and/or let them know your concerns.  At the end 

of the day, we are YOUR fire department and your input and communications mean a lot to us.  Take advantage of that and 

help guide us in to 2018 and beyond! 



Structure Fire/Explosion  15 

Vehicle Fire 6 

Rubbish/ Vegetation Fire 38 

Medical Aid Response 947 

Extrication/Water Rescue 2 

Animal Control 3 

Haz Mat/Combustible Spill 11 

Other Hazards Response 7 

Other/Service Call/False Alarm 672 

Fourth Quarter Total 1,701 

2017 YTD Total  6,706 

www.HBFire.org               www.facebook.com/humboldtbayfire                       #humboldtbayfire                             @HumboldtBayFD 

Part of Humboldt Bay Firefighter's daily    
routine is one hour of some type of physical 
fitness during each 24 hour shift. It is        
important that our firefighters stay physically 
fit not only to perform the strenuous duties 
that their job requires, but also to prevent 
injuries and reduce the risk of potential fatal 
diseases that are associated with the job. 
Our firefighters know they are expected to 
perform at their highest level at every call in 
order to provide the best service to our   
community, and staying physically fit helps 
them to do so. 

Thank you Loggers for the invite! Our crews 
enjoyed mixing up their normal fitness     
routine and had fun keeping up with the 
youngsters on the court! We wish you all a 
safe and successful season! 

Truck 8181 had fun at the Henderson Center Holiday Open House!  



As we move in to the heart of Winter the 
single most important item to consider is 
being prepared. This will help keep you 
safe, warm, and cozy as it’s blowing and 
raining outside.  
With cold winter temperatures there is an 
increased use of fireplaces, wood stoves, 
space heaters, and other alternative 
heating methods. There are an increased 
number of fires and other emergencies 
caused by heating appliances due to more 
usage. The following tips can help you 
maintain a safe home this winter. 
Install a carbon monoxide detector.  
Malfunctioning or improperly installed 
heating appliances can leak carbon 
monoxide gas, as can generators. Outdoor 
heating appliances should only be used 
outside. Carbon monoxide fumes are 
odorless and can quickly overwhelm you 
indoors. If you have to use a generator for 
power, only run it outdoors and away from 
windows and doors. Also, do not refuel 
generators while they are running.  
Early in my career as an officer with 
Humboldt Bay Fire I had the unfortunate 
opportunity to respond to a multi-casualty 
incident at a single family residence 
involving an entire family who was suffering 
from carbon monoxide poisoning. The call 
originated as a routine medical call but as 
the firefighters were treating the patient 
with the worst signs and symptoms, the 
firefighters began to develop headaches 
and dizziness. We removed all people from 
the residence to fresh air. We then 
monitored the atmosphere with our 
monitors and found that the carbon 
monoxide levels were several times higher 
than safe limits. Eight people in this family 
were transported and treated for varying 
levels of exposure to the gas. Upon further 
investigation, it was found that a brand new 
furnace had been installed improperly 
causing the carbon monoxide levels to 
elevate. As the temperatures dropped, the 
furnace was being used more and more 
until the levels began to affect the health of 
the occupants. If they had only had a 
carbon monoxide alarm, they could have 
avoided a very close call. An alarm would 
have sounded and indicated the levels were 

unsafe, most likely triggering the 
occupants to contact the fire department 
or Pacific Gas and Electric. Fortunately for 
the family, because they called for the 
medical aid, we were able to identify and 
eliminate this silent killer from their 
home.  
To help avoid carbon monoxide poisoning 
and to aid in lowering heating bills, have 
your furnace inspected annually to ensure 
that it is in good working condition. 
Maintain a 3 foot separation between 
things that can burn and heating 
equipment, including checking floor 
heaters to make sure they are not covered 
by floor coverings or other combustibles. 
If you are using portable space heaters as 
a source of heat, install and use them 
according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Extension cords shouldn’t be 
used for an electric-powered space 
heater. Remember to keep young children 
away from heaters and stoves– especially 
when they are wearing pajamas or other 
loose clothing that can be easily ignited. 
The Greater Eureka area has a higher rate 
of floor furnace fires than other areas of 
California as these types of heating 
appliances are more common here. The 
causes of floor furnace fires that we at 
Humboldt Bay Fire have responded to are 
due to combustibles being placed on or 
too close to the floor furnace. Many 
people believe that when the thermostat 
to the appliance is turned all the way 
down the appliance is off. This is incorrect. 
When the thermostat is all the way down, 
it is simply in the lowest temperature 
setting. Even if it’s set low, colder 
temperatures at night can cause the 
furnace to come on. If there are area rugs 
or other materials over it or nearby, this 
can lead to a fire. Always keep 
combustibles at least three feet from the 
grate of the furnace. 
If you have a fuel burning appliance, such 
as Kerosene, be sure there is proper 
ventilation to prevent a buildup of carbon 
monoxide, and only use the fuel 
recommended by the heater 
manufacturer. Refueling should be done 
outside of the home. Kerosene heaters 

should never be filled while the heater 
while is operating or hot.  Follow 
manufacturer’s instructions.  
In this area many people still utilize wood 
to heat their homes. If you have a wood 
stove, have the stove and flue inspected 
and cleaned annually. Be sure the 
fireplace or stove is installed properly 
with proper clearances. Always keep a 
screen in front of the fireplace opening 
and keep combustible materials away 
from the fireplace or stove. When 
starting a fire only use paper or kindling 
to start the fire and never use flammable 
liquids in the fireplace or stove. To avoid 
a buildup of creosote, use only dry, 
seasoned wood in a fireplace or wood 
stove. Artificial logs should not be used in 
wood stoves. When you clean your 
fireplace or woodstove, allow the ashes 
to cool before disposing of them in a 
metal container. Every year we 
encounter fires caused by ashes being 
disposed of in paper bags or plastic 
containers which will melt.  
Additionally, here are a few more general 
safety tips. First, if you can avoid going 
out in inclement weather do so. 
However, if you must go out, plan for 
additional time to get there as the roads 
may be slick. If you encounter flooded 
roads, don’t try to drive through the 
water. Vehicles can be swept away with 
just a few inches of flowing water. Higher 
water can also cause a vehicle to stall. 
Always remember to drive with your 
headlights on in poor weather to make 
your vehicle more visible.  
 
On those windy days, limbs and debris 
may blow and can also make high profile 
vehicles more unstable or difficult to 
drive. Power lines, cable and phone lines 
may also come down in higher winds. 
Never approach a down line as it may be 
energized. Energized lines can look the 
same as de-energized lines.  
 
If you have any questions about these 
safety tips, please give us a call at 
Humboldt Bay Fire at 441-4000  
 



I was born in San Francisco California, and grew up twenty minutes 

south in a town called Pacifica. I grew up activities such as surfing,    

diving, fishing, and camping with friends. All of which I still enjoy to do 

today. Luckily Humboldt County offers all of these things plus more. 

Ever since I could remember I wanted to be a firefighter, as I started 

looking more and more into the fire service I learned about the fire  

explorer program. I entered the program at age 14 and stayed involved 

with it until I graduated high school. Through the program I was able to 

complete ride a longs with on duty firefighters, responding to calls in 

the community. This sparked my  interest much more to become a   

career firefighter.  

 

Shortly after graduating high school I enrolled into the fire academy. One month after graduating the fire 

academy I was hired by CAL FIRE in Susanville California. There I worked two fire seasons on a type 3 wildland 

engine. After my second season with CAL FIRE, I entered into        

paramedic school.  After a very long 2 years of classroom work,   

hospital clinical time, and a 480 hour field internship, I became a  

licensed paramedic. 

I was hired by Humboldt Bay Fire in December 2016 as a firefighter/

paramedic. Currently I am assigned to Station 5, B crew. I greatly 

enjoy my job not only for the things I get to do as a firefighter, but 

also the people I get to work with, as well as the community     

members I get to serve. Life in the fire house is always                    

unpredictable, whether a joke is being made or a call comes in, 

there is always something to keep you on your toes. 

In my spare time I enjoy being outside with friends. Whether that’s surfing, hiking, climbing, fishing, or diving.         

Humboldt County is an amazing place that offers great views and a plethora of outdoor activities. I am very 

excited to live and work in this area and hope to meet some of you in the process! 



While you are cheering for your favorite team or just enjoying good times with family and friends, follow these tips from Humboldt 
Bay Fire and the National Fire Protection Association to ensure you have a fun filled and safe day. 

  

BBQ Safety Tips: 

 Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors. 

 The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out from under eaves and overhanging branches.  

 When using a barbecue grill, be sure that all parts of the unit are firmly in place and that the grill is stable (can’t be tipped over). 

 Wear clothing that does not have hanging shirt tails, frills, or apron strings that can catch fire, and use flame-retardant mitts 
when adjusting hot vents. 

 Never attempt to move a hot grill. It’s easy to stumble or drop it and serious burns could result. 

 Keep children and pets away from the grill area. 

 Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill. 

 Have a fire extinguisher or garden hose available nearby. 

Never leave your grill unattended. 

Charcoal Grills: 

 There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start the charcoal using newspa-
per as a fuel. 

 If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids to the fire. 

 Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat sources. 

 There are also electric charcoal starters, which do not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for outdoor use. 

When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool before disposing in a metal container. 

Propane grills: 

Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it. If your grill has a gas leak, off the gas tank and grill. If the leak stops, get the grill 
serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak does not stop, call the fire department. If you smell gas while cooking, 
immediately get away from the grill and call the fire department. Do not move the grill. 

General Safety: 

Plan ahead. If you are partaking in adult beverages. Do not over-indulge.  Do it responsibly. Have a designated driver or a safe ride 
home. 

 



Our local 652 Professional Fire Fighters Union is affiliated with the      

International Association of Fire Fighters and is part of Humboldt Del Norte 

Central Labor Council.  Our goal is to work with our administration, parent 

agencies, and local partners to promote a safe and healthy work environment 

that will foster and retain quality employees who can best serve you, the    

community. 

 WHERE IS THE MONEY? 

This month we wanted to sincerely say thank you to the JPA Board, our parent agencies, and you, our com-

munity, for the 5% raise HBFL Union 652 received.  We also want to explain where this money came from 

and how it will not have a significant impact on the annual budget.  It was a re-allocation of funds. 

After a 10 year period of not receiving a wage or cost of living increase it was mutually agreed upon that the 

line personnel of Humboldt Bay Fire will receive a 5% raise.  We are very grateful for this raise.  This is an 

excellent example of how consolidation is leading to significant financial savings.  As the cost of living and 

inflation continues to rise at about 2% per year receiving a raise becomes critical for retaining a quality work 

force.   

With budgets ever shrinking and costs ever increasing, being innovative with finances becomes critical.  The 

money for this raise came from the departure of a long time department member who held the rank of 

Battalion Chief.  When he left the department the JPA Board and the Fire Chief chose to eliminate this posi-

tion.  This resulted in the department saving about $200,000 annually, considering the wage and benefits 

cost of this position.  That $200,000 was then used to give over 40 people a 5% raise.   

The elimination of this position was part of the original consolidation plan between Eureka Fire Department 

and Humboldt Fire District #1.  As retirements and attrition occur the number of administrative positions 

will continue to pare down.  This results in more money in the budget for apparatus, equipment, station and 

personnel costs without increasing the overall budget.  In comparison to home finances it could be likened 

to refinancing your home loan to a lower interest rate and then taking the savings and paying it to your car 

payment. 

Thank You for Your Service 

We also want to say thank you to Former Fire Chief Bill Gillespie.  Chief Gillespie has dedicated almost 3 

decades of his life to being a first responder to all types of emergencies.  He has worked hard to protect this 

community and we want to thank him for his service. We want to thank everyone who continues to support 

the Humboldt Bay Fire Professional Fire Fighters Local 652.   

 Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HumboltBayFirefightersUnionLocal652 

Check out our new website: https://humboldtbayfirefighters.org/ 



Charles was born in Eureka and grew up in the Eel River Valley. During 

high school he worked at his family’s restaurant Candy Stick Fountain 

and Grill in Ferndale. It was during this time he also became interested 

in law enforcement and joined the Fortuna Police Departments Police 

Explorer program. After high school he became a Public Safety            

Dispatcher until 2005 at which time he graduated from the police     

academy and became an officer with the Fortuna Police Department. In 

July of 2011 he was promoted to Sergeant.  

 

In 2014 Charles began dispatching at the Eureka Police Department and 

Humboldt Bay Fire to assist with the staffing shortage and has continued 

to help cover shifts whenever he can. He said he enjoys working at     Eureka Police and Fire because it gives 

him an opportunity to work with other law enforcement professionals and provides a bit of a change in pace 

and the opportunity to spend more time under the headset in the   dispatch environment. Charles couldn’t 

think of the most  memorable call he has had and said all the calls in Eureka are crazy! 

 

When Charles is not at the console or in the field he enjoys spending time with his wife Katie, and son Austin 

at their 1873 Farmhouse and small farm in Hydesville where they raise pigmy goats which they have shown 

across the Western United States. Charles also enjoys Beekeeping and maintains several colonies of Honey 

Bees. If that didn’t keep him busy enough, Charles is also in the process of training for his Pilot’s license and 

enjoys getting to spend time in the air. 

 

Charles currently serves as a Sergeant at Fortuna Police Department and is the supervisor of their communi-

cations center. He has been a huge asset to the Eureka Police and Fire Department as we transition to the 

RIMS system and has dedicated countless hours to make the transition easier on us all.  

 

 

Thank you Charles!     



Anniversaries 

Captain Michael Landry, 14 yrs (October) 

Firefighter/Paramedic Don Penn, 9 yrs (November) 

Firefighter Kyle Brown, 4 yrs (October) 

Firefighter/Paramedic  Brandon Harlander, 1 yr (December) 

Firefighter/Paramedic  Sean Hicks, 1 yr ( December) 

 

Retirements: 

Chief Bill Gillespie,  21 yrs (November)  

Battalion Chief/ Fire Marshal  Ed Laidlaw, 18 yrs (December)  

William “Bill” Gillespie was with the department for the past 21 years, originally with Eureka Fire Department starting 

in 1996, and then with Humboldt Bay Fire Joint Powers Authority following consolidation. Bill worked up through the 

ranks, having held the position of Firefighter, Engineer, Captain, Captain II, and Assistant Chief as both the Fire       

Marshal and Operations Chief. Bill also held the position of Interim Fire Chief from  November, 2010 to September, 

2011, and again in February and March 2016. He was promoted to the position of Fire Chief on April 4, 2016.  

Bill previously worked with California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (now CALFIRE) in the Humboldt/Del 

Norte ranger unit, beginning as a Firefighter in 1987, and promoted to Fire Apparatus Engineer in the Madera,       

Mariposa, Merced Ranger Unit in 1994. During this time Bill also served with the Loleta Volunteer Fire Department. 

Bill has served as a fire investigator, a fire prevention officer, he leaves with considerable experience in fire               

department  administration, operations, and fire suppression.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY! 



CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

January 09, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

February 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

March 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

April 10, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

May 08, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

June 12, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

July 10, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

August 14, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

September 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

October 09, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

November 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

December 11, 2018, 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.  

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults, Children and Infants  $60 

January 13, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

February 10,2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

March 10, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

April 14, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

May 12, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

June 09, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

July 14, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

August 11, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

September 08, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

October 13, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

November 10, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

December 08, 2018, 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 

 

Pre-registration with pre-payment are REQUIRED  

 

Register by calling (707) 441-4000  

Or stopping by 533 C  Street in Eureka  

 

HBF office hours are Monday-  Friday  

8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  Closed 12:00-1:00 for lunch 


