
Welcome to the third quarter newsletter from 

your fire department, Humboldt Bay Fire. It is 

amazing how quickly this year is moving by! It 

seems like we just began summer, and now we 

are into Fall.  

Since I mentioned our transition into the Fall 

season, I will jump right into a quick safety 

message. With cooler nighttime temperatures 

here, we all need to be reminded to be safe with 

the use of heaters and wood stoves. Humboldt 

Bay Fire responds each year to fires that result 

from chairs, sofas, and other combustibles to close to heaters or stoves, 

and from items being placed on floor furnaces or heaters. These items 

often get there in the summer when the heater or stove isn’t in use, and 

can easily be forgotten in the fall. A thermostat turned all the way down 

does not necessarily turn the heating device off; it still comes on when the 

temperature drops low enough. With fall also comes wet roads, and the 

need for all of us to slow down and drive for the conditions.  

The past three months have seen the adoption of the fee schedule at the 

department. The fee schedule is adopted each year, and shows the fees 

that Humboldt Bay Fire charges for various services, such as construction 

inspections, building plan review, state mandated residential inspections of 

triplex and larger buildings, and some aspects of response fees. Areas that 

were added this year include cannabis inspection fees for commercial 

facilities, and response standby fees for responses to down powerlines 

and natural gas line standby. Both are cost recovery methods to recover 

the cost of the personnel and equipment being committed at the location.  

Another cost recovery program has also been added to the fee schedule at 

Humboldt Bay Fire is a traffic collision response recovery fee. This cost 

recovery program works to recover response fees for the fire department 

for traffic collisions, extrications, and other similar types of incidents. It 

assesses a mitigation fee for the response based upon the type of traffic 

collision and the number of resources, personnel, and equipment 

necessary to mitigate the incident. The at-fault party’s insurance will be 

billed for the response mitigation fee. This fee is assessed to the party’s 

insurance company, which builds a response contingency into the overall 

policy cost. The individual person will not receive a fee invoice from the fire 

department. Cost recovery for traffic collision response is nothing new, and 

has been used by fire departments on the East Coast and in the Mid-West 

since about 2010. Humboldt Bay Fire sent out a Request for Proposals 

during the summer, and selected the firm of Fire Recovery, USA based in 

Roseville, CA to manage the cost recovery program. Fire Recovery, USA 

currently serves more than 830 fire departments in 41 states, and 93 fire 

departments in California for this service. Locally, Humboldt Bay Fire will 

be the third department utilizing their services for traffic collision cost 

recovery. Fire Recovery, USA will retain 20% of the cost recovered, with 
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the balance paid to Humboldt Bay Fire. While I know the idea of cost 

recovery may bother some members of our community, wouldn’t you 

rather have this fee returned to your local fire department to be used 

rather than absorbed annually by the corporate side of your insurance 

company, especially since you and I already pay this with our premium?  

I am rolling out the idea of a Humboldt Bay Fire Steering Committee 

publicly with this newsletter. I have discussed the idea within our 

department of developing a committee that would include one member 

from each rank, a member from Humboldt Bay Firefighters Local #652, a 

sitting member of the Board, and 2-3 members of our community. The 

concept behind this would be a group that brings varying perspectives, 

some internally, some from the policy maker view, and from members of 

our community together to help brainstorm and address issues related to 

the fire department and the service we provide within our community. 

Some issues that I can already envision would be planning for the 

sunset of Measure Q, and how passage or failure of another measure or 

revenue source could affect Humboldt Bay Fire, the service we provide, 

and our community. Another topic could easily revolve around the 

services that Humboldt Bay Fire provides within our community, and 

how we could engage our community to determine what services are 

most important to those we serve. I envision a meeting each month or 

every other month, depending upon the desire and availability of our 

community members. If you are interested, please give me a call at 441-

4000, send me an email at bgillespie@hbfire.org, or stop by Station 1 at 

533 C Street.  

You have likely heard or seen recent news reports of five members of 

the former Eureka Fire Department who were placed on the firefighter 

memorial wall in Sacramento on September 30
th
, 2017. You will see an 

article in this newsletter about the memorial from Engineer David Terry. I 

just wanted to acknowledge the efforts of those who attended the 

memorial and honored our past fallen members: Captains Michael 

Landry, James Flynn, Johnathon Goodman, and Brooks Conner, 

Engineers Kris Kalman and David Terry, Firefighter Mike Tyson, and 

Deputy Chief Bill Reynolds. Additionally, David Terry was the person 

behind the effort to get the five names placed on the wall. He spent 

countless hours over the past six months searching the fire department 

archives, as well as other historic archive sources in the county to 

determine that all five did in fact die in the line of duty. Without his effort, 

the names of Leonard Winslow, George “Pudgy” Davis, Ray Somma, 

Adolf Oss, and Robert McGillivray would not have joined Eureka Fire 

Department Engineer Kenneth Voss and the other 1,300 names on the 

memorial wall where they belong.  

Before I close, I want to remind everyone that Humboldt Bay Fire will be 

hosting our Open House on Saturday, October 14
th
 at Fire Station 1, 533 

C Street in Eureka. We will be open from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM, and will 

have station tours, static safety displays, and demonstrations of our 

1904 steam fire engine, Tiller ladder truck, and vehicle extrication. Hope 

to see you there! 

 

mailto:bgillespie@hbfire.org


Response Statistics  

Structure Fire/Explosion  13 

Vehicle Fire 7 

Rubbish/ Vegetation Fire 64 

Medical Aid Response 883 

Extrication/Water Rescue 0 

Animal Control 2 

Haz Mat/Combustible Spill 11 

Other Hazards Response 13 

Other/Service Call/False Alarm 651 

Second Quarter Total 1,644 

2017 YTD Total 5,026 

 



On July 1st 2017  The Humboldt Crabs Baseball Team sponsored a “Heros Night” game. 

This event was to honor and recognize first responders in our community.  Pictured below 

is a combination Honor Guard , mixed with members from both Humboldt Bay Fire and  

the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guards.  

Prior to the game, the National Anthem was sung by Tori Reynolds, the daughter of HBF 

Deputy Chief Bill Reynolds! Pictured in the middle photo are some of the First responders 

that were present during the game.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cali the Fire Dog caught the first pitch!  

 



 
As the Fall time change approaches, the Humboldt Bay 
Fire Department wants to remind residents to make 
another change, one that could save their lives—changing 
the batteries in their smoke alarms. 
 
This year the day to set your clocks back and change batteries in your smoke alarm is 
Sunday, November 6th.  

Nationwide, over 62% of civilian fire deaths occur in residences without working smoke 
alarms. 
The most common reasons home smoke alarms do not function properly are: 

 Missing or disconnected battery. 

 Dead Battery 

 Batteries are removed due to a "chirping sound," which actually indicates the battery 
needs to be replaced! 

 Alarms are not cleaned regularly. 

 Alarm is aged and possibly contains outdated parts or technology.  Smoke alarm 
replacement is recommended every ten years. If replacement is needed, only smoke 
alarms with a ten year non-replaceable, non-removable battery may be used as a 
replacement.  

 Improper installation or placement. 

Each of these reasons is easily remedied by either simply replacing the battery or the 
device. 

The peak time for home fire fatalities is between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. when most families 
are sleeping.  Many people mistakenly believe they will either see the flames or smell the 
smoke when a fire breaks out, but most fire fatalities happen while families are asleep. 
Smoke by itself doesn't provide a wake-up call, but a working smoke alarm surely does. 
Take time for home fire safety; change your smoke alarm batteries.  This is also a great 
time to review your family’s home fire escape plan; know two ways out of each room and 
designate a family meeting place. 
 
If you have questions about any of this information, please call Humboldt Bay Fire at 
(707) 441-4000.  



 

Born and raised in Humboldt County I am 

proud to be able to serve the community I 

grew up in. Born May 26, 1982 to my parents 

Glenn and Shelli Johnson, we spent many 

summers at our family’s summer home at 

Ruth Lake, hunting with my father, and playing 

golf.  

After graduating Eureka Senior High in 2000 I 

began working in the residential construction 

field and attended College of the Redwoods. 

After six years in the construction industry I 

obtained my Class B Contractors License and 

ventured on my own starting my own business 

BEJ Construction. 

After being in construction for 7 years I was 

considering a career change.  With many of 

my friends being in the fire service and 

hearing their stories my interest grew in the 

fire service. Joining the Eureka Fire Dept. in 

2007 as a volunteer firefighter. I immediately started towards my training in becoming a 

career firefighter. In 2009, I was fortunate enough to be hired and start my career in the 

fire service. With my background in construction my collateral duty at Humboldt Bay Fire 

is facilities assistant, and I am also a member of our USAR team. In 2013, I became an 

Apparatus Operator and in January of this year I promoted to the rank of Engineer. I am 

currently taking classes to work towards my Company Officer Certification.  

On my days off I enjoy being with family (wife Nicole, daughter Kinley and son Jace), 

and running my construction business.  I am an avid hunter/outdoorsman and am 

grateful to live in an area where I can teach and show my children the great benefits this 

area offers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HBF firefighters participated in a 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb in Sacramento. Each firefighter 
climbed 110 flights of stairs carrying the names of one of the fallen 343 firefighters. 

Pictured are; Captain Goodman, Engineer Terry, Engineer Dennis, Captain Landry, and past 
HBF employee Engineer Hawkins (he is now with Atascadero Fire Dept.) 

Thank you for honoring those who lost their lives 16 years ago. 

On Saturday, September 30
th
, members of Humboldt Bay Fire were in Sacramento to 

attend the 15
th
 annual California Firefighters Memorial Ceremony. Making the trip were 

Captains Michael Landry, James Flynn, Brooks Conner, and Johnathan Goodman, 

Engineers Kris Kalman and David Terry, Firefighter Mike Tyson, and Deputy Chief Bill 

Reynolds.  

They participated to honor 31 fallen firefighters who made the ultimate sacrifice; those 31 

included five from the former Eureka Fire Department. The five honored are members 

who passed away between 1934 and 1964. They include: Leonard N. Winslow who 

passed in December, 1934; George “Pudgy” Davis who passed in November, 1947; 

Raymond Bernard Somma who passed in 1961; Trygve Adolph Oss who passed in 

March, 1964; and Robert Brown “Smokey” McGillivry who passed in May, 1964. A folded 

memorial flag was presented to family members and a fire bell tolled as the name of the 

firefighter being honored was read. 

All five passed in a time prior to the establishment of a statewide memorial for our fallen 

firefighters. Humboldt Bay Fire Engineer David Terry took on the huge task of 

researching the cause of death for each of the five, pouring through archives at the 

department, and other archive sources here in the County. Without his work over a period 

of six months, the five would not have been included in this year’s memorial.  

They now take their place of honor and respect with more than 1,300 other firefighters 

who have given their lives protecting the citizens of our community and our state.  



 

~ Lt. Trygve Adolph Oss 

Died March 5, 1964 

Lieutenant Trygve Adolph Oss succumbed 

to the effects of multiple heart attacks while 

on duty on March 5th 1964 at the age of 

57.  Lieutenant Oss served for 39 years (23 

years career, 16 years volunteer).   He was 

on duty March 3rd and 4th, 1964 when he 

suffered what he thought were “stomach 

pains” which ended up being the first of 

several heart attacks that caused his death. 

At the time of Oss’s death, former Eureka 

Fire Chief Ray Lay was quoted as saying 

“We have lost one of our most valuable 

men.” 

Last shift March 3, 1964 

Obituary: March 7, 1964 Eureka Humboldt Standard · Page 16 

 

 

~ Raymond Bernard (Mike) Somma 

Died September 10, 1961 

Equipment Operator Somma served for 

nearly 38 years (23 years career, 15 

years volunteer).   He went home sick 

from his shift April 24th 1961 around 

10:30 pm and never returned to work 

due to his rapidly failing heart. At the 

time of his death Assistant Fire Chief 

Bryce Connick was quoted as saying, 

“He was one of the best and most 

fearless men in the department”.  Of 

note, he was the first president of the 

Eureka Firefighters Local 652 of the International Association of Firefighters. 

Last Shift April 24, 1961 

Obituary: September 12, 1961 Eureka Humboldt Standard · Page 17 

 

 

 

~ Engineer Robert Brown “Smokey” 

McGillivray 

Died May 11, 1964 

Engineer McGillivray succumbed to the 

effects of cardiac arrest while on duty 

May 11th 1964 at the age of 59. At the 

time of his death Engineer McGillivray 

was the department’s most senior 

member having served 36 years. 

Engineer McGillivray suffered numerous 

heart and lung health issues prior to his 

passing directly related to his firefighting 

career. 

Obituary: May 12, 1964 Eureka Humboldt Standard · Page 16 

 



 ~ Captain George “Pudgy” Davis 

Died November 17, 1947 

Captain Davis died from paralytic strokes resulting from a 

leg amputation due to a foot injury suffered in the line of 

duty. Captain Davis served for 39 years. Davis began his 

career with the Eureka Fire Department as a Volunteer 

Fireman of Torrent Hose Co. #3 in 1908. He was initially 

brought on as a hoseman as well as a member of his 

company’s competitive hose cart team.  Davis has the 

unique distinction of being credited as the first paid 

fireman for the City of Eureka. He rose through the ranks 

eventually attaining the rank of Fire Captain. Captain 

Davis is credited with beginning our department’s toy 

drive in the early 1920’s which is still running to this day.  

Obituary: Humboldt Standard Nov. 18, 1947 page 9 

 

 

 

~ Leonard N Winslow 

Died December 18, 1934 

Fireman Winslow was killed in an accident at 7th and A 

where he was thrown from the tailboard of the engine 

after colliding with a truck while en route to a call.  He was 

killed instantly. Not only did Fireman Winslow serve as a 

firefighter with the Eureka Fire Department, he also 

served as the Eureka City Electrical Inspector. As the city 

electrician, Winslow was responsible for resetting the fire 

alarm boxes upon his arrival on scene so the box would 

be ready for the next emergency. He would then go to 

work helping to fight the fire as a volunteer of the 

department. 

Obituary: Humboldt Standard Dec. 19, 1934 

 

 

 

~ Kenneth James Voss 

Died September 9, 2004 

Ken was born June 16, 1945, in Berwyn, Illinois, 

and passed away on September 9, 2004, from 

job related brain cancer. 

A resident of the Eureka area for the past 33 

years, he had retired as an Engineer and 

Medical First Aid Instructor with the Eureka Fire 

Department prior to working for KVIQ up until his 

illness. 

He was an Elder and active in the ministry with 

the East Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed backpacking, 

fishing, and gardening, and sharing time with his 

family and friends. He was hospitable to all he 

met and will be greatly missed. 

Due to his cancer being a presumptive illness, 

Eureka Fire Department requested that his name 

be placed on the California Firefighters Memorial. We recently received confirmation that Ken's 

name will be added at the annual ceremony to be held on October 15, 2005 

Obituary: Eureka Times-Standard Sept. 14, 2004 



Our local 652 Professional Fire Fighters Union is affiliated with the International 

Association of Fire Fighters and is part of Humboldt Del Norte Central Labor Council.  Our goal is to 

work with our administration, parent agencies, and local partners to promote a safe and healthy 

work environment that will foster and retain quality employees who can best serve you, the 

community. 

This month we wanted to provide some information on a resolution that was passed by the 

JPA board to freeze wages for the administrative staff due to a large wage gap that exists between 

the administration and floor staff.    

On September 20, 2017 the following resolution was passed by the Humboldt Bay 

JPA Board. 
  

Item #:  9. C  

 
  

Title: Resolution 2017-3 Memorializing Commitment to Hold Management  

Wage Scale at Current Level  

  

Presented By: Fire Chief  

 
  

Action Requested: Approve a resolution memorializing the 
commitment of management and the Board to hold the wage scale at 

present levels for Battalion Chief, Deputy Chief, and Fire Chief until the 

wage scale for labor has been brought to a point where top-step Captain 

reaches a level 18% below top step Battalion Chief.   

 
  

Discussion: Both Management and Labor recognize and 
acknowledge the differential in wage between labor and management. 

Management has agreed to hold management wages at current level. 

This resolution is proposed to memorialize holding the wage scale of 

chief officers until such time that the wage scale of labor has been 

brought to a point where top-step Captain reaches a level 18% below 

top-step Battalion Chief.   

  

Fiscal Effects: Holds management wage scale steady at current level  
 

As the Local 652 Humboldt Bay Professional Fire Fighters Union we want to sincerely 

thank the JPA Board and the Chief for acknowledging this large gap in wages and doing something 

to correct the problem.  The majority of the floor staff at Humboldt Bay Fire have not received a pay 

raise for 10 years.  We are happy that the Administrative Staff is receiving an appropriate and 

adequate wage based on comparable agencies in the state of California.  Our hope is that 

sometime in the near future the same can be said for the floor staff.  

We are currently in contract negotiations.  Despite a very slow start we are finally making 

good progress in reaching an agreement that both sides can agree to.  For this we wish to express 

our gratitude. 

We are excited to note that the department has hired two new entry level firefighters.  We 

currently still have 4 vacant firefighter positions.  Despite several attempts to hire more employees 

we are unable to attract sufficient qualified applicants.   

We want to thank everyone who continues to support the Humboldt Bay Fire Professional 

Fire Fighters Local 652.   

 

 

 

 Follow us on Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/

HumboltBayFirefightersUnionLocal652 

 

 

 

Check out our new website:   

https://humboldtbayfirefighters.org/ 



Meet Mary!  

Mary grew up in Rio Dell the youngest of 

4 brothers and 1 sister.  Prior to becoming 

a dispatcher Mary worked as a Certified 

Nursing Assistance at a long term care 

facility until her mother encouraged her to 

join the public safety field which she too is 

a part of.   

 

Mary wanted to be in a profession to fulfill 

her desire to help others and in 2013 

joined Eureka Police and Fire department. 

After a short time it was clear that       

dispatching was the perfect fit, due to 

Mary playing an instrumental role in   

helping to keep not only the citizens, but 

first responders safe.  

 

Some of Mary’s most memorable calls have been the officer involved shooting that occurred in 

December of this past year and the box car fire on south depot in Fields Landing several years 

ago.  Mary noted that the bonds and friendships she has made with her coworkers is what stands 

out most in her past 4 1/2yrs at the department. She said all of the support you receive when you 

go through a critical incident is phenomenal and makes it feel like you are part of a family. 

 

In her free time Mary spends time with her 2 children (7yo daughter and 2yo son), family and 

friends.  She loves the beach, lake or anywhere that is in the middle of nowhere.  Mary’s fun loving 

personality means you can often find her having dance parties and karaoke sessions with her kids, 

family or friends. All of course is fueled by her love of coffee.  

 

Mary has received commendations for her ability to work well under pressure and remain calm 

during the most chaotic calls. Mary’s positive attitude, love for her profession, and those she works 

beside has made her an amazing asset and we are all happy to have her as part of the Eureka 

Police and Fire Department family.  



Trick Or Treat…Let’s Have Some Fun!!!! 

Humboldt Bay Fire loves the holidays. Here’s a treat from us to 

you… a few safety tips for Halloween Safety. Let’s make it a 

safe and fun day by; 

 Making sure your decorations and costumes are fire 

retardant protected, 

 Use battery operated lights to illuminate your pumpkins, 

 Trick or treating while it’s still light outside, 

 Wearing a costume that is easy to walk in, does not impair your vision, and has light 

colors or reflective tape on it so drivers can see you.  

 Also, trick or treat in well lighted areas and only cross at corners and never between 

parked cars. If there’s no sidewalk, walk facing traffic.  
 

For the kids out there, always have an adult with you.  

 

Wait until you get home to sort and check your treats and NEVER eat unwrapped or 

homemade treats.  

Have a Happy Halloween!!! 

At this time of year, as the nights start to get cold, it is not uncommon 
for heater and furnace related fire incidents to occur.  It is important 
for people to be aware that heating equipment may operate 
automatically.  

  Often occupants think a furnace was turned off because they have 
adjusted the thermostat to the lowest setting.  This does not turn the 
furnace off; rather the furnace is set to a low temperature setting. 
When the temperature gets cold, the furnace activates.   

 

  Your firefighters remind you to be cautious when using any type of heating appliance, and to 
recognize the features of thermostat controlled furnaces.   

  Some safety tips that apply to all types of heating appliances: 

 Do not place coverings over floor furnaces. 

 Move combustibles away from floor and wall furnaces. This includes furniture. 

 Have your furnace cleaned and serviced to ensure safe and efficient operation. 

 Inspect the walls and ceiling near the furnace or heater; if the wall is hot to the touch or 

discolored, discontinue use immediately, and have the appliance checked. 

 If you heat with wood, move combustibles at least 36” away from the stove or fireplace. Again, 

this applies to furniture as well. 

 Never discard hot ashes inside or near the home. Place them in a metal container outside and 

well away from the house or other buildings. 

Have your stove pipe, chimney, or flue cleaned and inspected prior to use. 

 Humboldt Bay Fire is hoping to avoid furnace, heater, and woodstove fires by reminding our 
community of these steps to help make the use of such appliances safe. 

www.HBFire.org     www.facebook.com/humboldtbayfire      #humboldtbayfire       @HumboldtBayFD 



Anniversaries 

Captain Jim Andresen 30  yrs (July) 

Battalion Chief Kent Hulbert 21 yrs (July) 

Engineer Jeff Broberg, 21  yrs (August) 

Captain Carl Gossien, 20  yrs (September) 

Battalion Chief Sean Robertson, 19 yrs (August) 

Battalion Chief Ed Laidlaw, 18 yrs (August) 

Captain Brooks Conner, 15 yrs (August) 

Captain Chris Mitchell, 15 yrs (August)  

Engineer Kevin Voorhees, 15 yrs (August) 

Engineer Matt McFarland, 15  yrs (August) 

Fire Inspector Bill Walser,  9 yrs (September) 

Engineer Kris Kalman, 8  yrs (September) 

Engineer Arly Allen, 8  yrs (September) 

Firefighter Hank Stoffers. 8  yrs (September) 

Administrative Assistant Ashleigh Jordan, 2 yrs  (July)  

 

 

 

Retirements: None 

CPR and AED for Adults, Children, and Infants $30 

November 14, 2017, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

December 12, 2017, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid for Adults $60 

October  7, 2017, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

November 11, 2017, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Humboldt Bay Fire would like to remind everyone that “Residential” burn permits have been 

suspended within its boundaries.  This suspension is concurrent with the Cal Fire burn suspension 

effective July 10, 2017.  

The suspension typically continues until sometime in October, depending on weather, wildfire and 

available fire suppression resources. 

This burn suspension is subject to CAL FIRE regulation and is put in place to address the seasonal 

menace of wildfire and its potential to destroy life and property.   

The burning suspension will include all of the area within Humboldt Bay Fire’s boundaries including 

areas within the Eureka city limits and Humboldt Fire District #1.  


