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don’t tell them that we 
can’t help and call 
somebody else because 
we aren’t equipped to do 
that job, but  instead we 
answer the call and 
provide the resources 
necessary to handle the 
emergency no matter 
what it may be.  
 
The consolidation has 
brought tangible 
improvements to our fire 
suppression, medical 
response, water rescue, 
urban search and rescue, 
hazardous material 
response, public 
education, training and 
fire prevention programs. 
With the consolidation, 
our focus is and remains 
customer service and 
how we can continue to 
improve. I’m very proud 
of the work that our 
consolidated department 
is performing everyday 
and as always if you have 
suggestions or thoughts 
on how we can further 
improve our service, 
please let me know.  
 
I hope you enjoy this 
quarter’s newsletter and 
that it provides you 
informative and 
educational subject 
matter that is of value to 
you.     
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we now operate one, 
thereby reducing 
redundancy. We’ve 
enhanced our services by 
training and placing 
paramedics on our fire 
apparatus providing the 
highest level of medical 
care available outside of 
an emergency room. This 
enhancement of medical 
care comes at a time 
when the number of 
medical calls is increasing 
on an annual basis. We 
have instituted bulk 
purchasing thereby 
leveraging our combined 
buying power.  
 
All of these improvements 
in a little over a year’s 
time equates to improved 
efficiency and 
effectiveness.  As I often 
tell members of the 
community that when 
someone calls 9-1-1 we 
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Welcome to this quarter’s 
edition of our newsletter. 
Recently we received some 
good news from the State 
of California in regards to 
our consolidation.  After 
much discussion, the State 
has decided to allow us to 
tier our retirement under 
our new agency Humboldt 
Bay Fire. Since the State 
instituted the Public 
Employees Pension Reform 
Act (PEPRA) in 2013, we 
had been seeking their 
approval in allowing us to 
tier our retirement levels 
for our employees.  
CalPERS, the State 
retirement system initially 
told us that we would not 
be able to tier as a new 
consolidated agency and 
therefore all of our 
employees must be lumped 
into one level. Evidently we 
were the first agency to ask 
for tiering under the new 
reform act so this decision 
breaks new ground. The 
State’s approval to allow us 
to tier will result in cost 
savings by not having to 
include all of the existing 
employees under one 
pension rate, but instead 
will allow us to separate 
employees at less costly 
levels. New employees 
hired after 1/1/2013 will 
be included at a lower 
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pension rate than existing 
employees. 
 
As you are aware some of 
the main reasons for the 
consolidation of the City 
and District fire 
departments into Humboldt 
Bay Fire were to reduce 
redundancy, improve 
efficiency and effectiveness 
and to do so in a more cost 
effective manner. The 
State’s decision reinforces 
these goals and in addition  
I am happy to report that we 
have reduced redundancy 
in several operational 
areas. We have streamlined 
our operations allowing us 
to reduce our fire engine 
fleet by two units. We’ve 
replaced older less efficient 
apparatus with new more 
capable multi-purpose 
equipment. We’ve adjusted 
the location of our 
resources and personnel so 
that they are now stationed 
and deployed from the most 
effective locations. We have 
improved and upgraded 
some of our existing fire 
stations so that we did not 
have to spend additional 
funds on new facilities. 
We’ve combined programs; 
so for instance instead of 
operating two separate fire 
prevention, training and 
public education programs 
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On March 9, 2014 at 10:18 P.M. we experienced 
a 6.9 magnitude earthquake approximately 50 
miles west of Eureka. This earthquake was felt 
throughout Northwest California, as far inland as 
the Sierra Foothills. Fortunately there was no 
significant damage reported and no injuries. April 
is “Earthquake Preparedness Month”. In light of 
the recent earthquake, Humboldt Bay Fire would 
like to remind the community of how to prepare 
for a seismic event.  
 
What is the first step of being prepared for an 
earthquake?  We know that there will be another 
major earthquake at some point and the best 
thing to do is prepare with a plan. Having a plan 
will reduce stress during the event, help make you 
safer during the event, and hasten your recovery 
following an earthquake.  
 

“The Plan” should include the following: 
1. Make your home safe. Strap down items that 

can tip over, i.e. water heater, entertainment 
centers, bookshelves, and other large 
furnishings. Establish all the possible ways to 
exit your house and keep them clear. 

2. At least a three day supply (week supply 
recommended) of food, water, clothes, medical 
supplies, and other necessary equipment for 
everyone in the family. 

3. Decide where and when to reunite your family 
should you be apart when the earthquake 
happens. 

4. Choose a contact person outside the 
immediate area to contact if family members 
are separated. Long distance service will 
probably be restored sooner than local. Do not 
use the phone immediately following the 
earthquake.  

5. Know the policies of the school or daycare 
center your children attend. 

6. If you have a family member who does not 
speak English, prepare an emergency card 
written in English indicating that person’s 
identification, address, and any special needs. 
Have them carry the card with them. 

7. Conduct Earthquake Duck, Cover, and Hold 
drills. Know the safest place in your home.  

8. Locate shutoff valves for water, gas and 
electricity. Know how to shut them off.  

9. Make copies of vital records and keep them in 
a safe deposit box. Make sure the originals are 
stored safely. Take photos/videos of your 
valuables. Keep extra cash and change. ATM’s 
may not work. 

10. Before a quake, have knowledge of where 
your local shelters and emergency medical  
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Recently members of the community 
have reached out to Humboldt Bay Fire 
and passed on to us that they would like 
more information on where their “local” 
or “closest” fire station is. This is an 
excellent question. Humboldt Bay Fire 
Authority covers approximately 60 square 
miles of the Greater Humboldt Bay and 
Eureka areas, serving a population of 
55,000 citizens. Humboldt Bay Fire is the 
busiest municipal fire department on the 
North Coast, responding to nearly 5,500 
calls for service a year. We are an all risk 
department, meaning we respond to non-
emergency calls such as lift assists of 
uninjured fall victims to emergency calls 
like medical aids, rescues, fires and 
natural disasters.  
 
It should also be known that Humboldt 
Bay Fire provides contract services to a 
number of facilities that are bordering 
our jurisdiction but not in it. Facilities 
such as California Redwood and College 
of the Redwoods receive response from 
us as we have resources closer than the 
jurisdictions they are in. This 
demonstrates the regional commitment 
to the customers of the area. Along with 
those contracts, we have adopted 
automatic-aid agreements from our 
partners to the north and south.  
 
To make sure we have efficient and effective 
coverage of our area, there are five stations 
staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week that 
are strategically located to minimize response 
times. Those stations are: 
 
Station 1 at 533 C Street Station 1 at 533 C Street Station 1 at 533 C Street Station 1 at 533 C Street in Downtown Eureka 
houses a front line fire truck company, Truck 
8181, a reserve truck, a reserve engine, a 
hazardous materials response truck, and an 
urban search and rescue truck and trailer. 
Station 1 also houses the Administrative Offices 
of Humboldt Bay Fire Authority. 
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Volunteer Keith White, 2 yrs (January) 
Firefighter Justin Conner, 2 yrs (March) 
Firefighter Brett Christensen, 2 yrs (March) 
Firefighter Eric Gatti, 1 yr (January) 
Volunteer Jhon Bonham, 1 yr (January) 
Volunteer Jesse Boomer, 1 yr (January) 
 
New Hires:New Hires:New Hires:New Hires:    
 

Fire Inspector Jenny Williamson, (January) 
Volunteer Jeffery Lloyd, (January) 
Volunteer Jason Spellenberg (January) 
Volunteer Mike Tyson, (January) 
 
RetirementRetirementRetirementRetirement    
 

Captain II, Dan Salinger (January) 

Station 5 is at 3455 Harris StreetStation 5 is at 3455 Harris StreetStation 5 is at 3455 Harris StreetStation 5 is at 3455 Harris Street. This 
station has a front line engine company, 
Engine 8115, and a reserve engine.  
 
Two other locations that you may 
regularly see Humboldt Bay Fire 
apparatus and crews at are our 
Community classroom at 3030 L Street 
and the Regional Training Facility at the 
foot of Hilfiker Lane. The classroom at 
3030 L Street is also the location we use 
as a central cover location for the 
jurisdiction. If we are on a number of 
calls simultaneously, which occurs 
frequently, we move engine or truck 
companies to maintain the best possible 
coverage with the shortest response 
times. Often, we move units from one 
station to another or request mutual aid 
from our partners in Arcata and Loleta to 
assist with coverage if we have a major 
incident.  
 
Throughout the day Humboldt Bay Fire 
companies are busy all over our 
jurisdictional area. They are active in 
training, conducting business and 
apartment inspections, public education 
demonstrations, special details such as 
hydrant flows, and other public service 
assignments. Many times this will take 
units out of their primary response area, 
however, they communicate this to all of 

the other Humboldt Bay Fire companies and have 
the other units provide coverage as needed. This 
is also to ensure that the closest unit handles a 
call for service when it’s dispatched.  
 
Humboldt Bay Fire Authority is dispatched by an 
exceptional group of dispatchers who receive 
training for emergency medical dispatch 
protocols that meet national standards. Our 
dispatchers are always aware of the locations of 
our available resources and will move units any 
time of day or night to maintain the best possible 
coverage to the customers of Humboldt Bay Fire 
Authority. 

Anniversaries:Anniversaries:Anniversaries:Anniversaries:    
    

Volunteer Greg Jernigan, 30 yrs (March) 
Assistant Chief Bill Gillespie, 18 yrs (March)  
Battalion Chief Chris Jelinek, 18 yrs (March) 
Captain II Tim Citro, 14 yrs (February) 
Captain Allen Gillespie, 14 yrs (February)  
Captain James Flynn, 11 yrs (January) 
Engineer Colin Beddow, 11 yrs (January)  
Firefighter Jason Campillo, 11 yrs (January) 
Captain Bret Banducci, 9 yrs (January) 
Engineer Ray Marchi, 7 yrs (February) 
Firefighter Brandon Johnson, 5 yrs (January) 
Firefighter Craig Whitbeck, 4 yrs (January) 
Volunteer Tyler Gillespie, 4 yrs (January) 
Firefighter David Terry, 3 yrs (March) 
Volunteer Brandon Amis, 2 yrs (January) 
Volunteer Adam Bumgardner, 2 yrs (January) 
Volunteer Taylor Kennon, 2 yrs (January) 
Volunteer Jared Wattle, 2 yrs (January) 

Station 2 is at 755 Herrick Avenue Station 2 is at 755 Herrick Avenue Station 2 is at 755 Herrick Avenue Station 2 is at 755 Herrick Avenue and houses a 
front line engine company, Engine 8112, and a 
reserve fire engine with four wheel drive 
capabilities.  
 
Station 3 is located at 2905 Ocean Avenue Station 3 is located at 2905 Ocean Avenue Station 3 is located at 2905 Ocean Avenue Station 3 is located at 2905 Ocean Avenue and 
houses a front line engine company, Engine 
8113, and a Water Tender for non-hydranted area 
responses.  
 
Station 4 is at 1016 Myrtle Avenue Station 4 is at 1016 Myrtle Avenue Station 4 is at 1016 Myrtle Avenue Station 4 is at 1016 Myrtle Avenue and houses a 
front line engine company, Engine 8114, and a 
reserve fire engine.  

centers are located. Contact your local Red 
Cross Chapter and Office of Emergency Services 
to obtain this information.  Know the locations of 
your nearest fire and police stations.  

 

In the event of a major earthquake here in 
Humboldt County, we need to work together and 
be self-sufficient. We have a beautiful area that 
we live in but with that beauty comes seclusion. 
Emergency Services will be busy and may not be 
able to respond to your location right away due 
to infrastructure damage, lack of resources, or 
other emergencies. It’s imperative that we work 
with our neighbors, have a plan and help each 
other.  
 

For other information for emergency 
preparedness, please visit the following web 
sites: http://www.calema.ca.gov  
http://www.fema.gov/earthquake  
http://www.redcross.org/prepare 
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I grew up on El Capitan State Beach 
just north of Santa Barbara.  My dad 
worked for the Department of Parks 
and Rec, so my older brother Nick 
and I had the beach as our 
backyard.  I had an interest in public 
safety from a young age and was a 
junior lifeguard and lifeguard 
assistant before joining the Santa 
Barbara Fire Explorers at the age of 
15.  I was with the Explorers for six 
years, where I was taught basic fire 
fighting skills and it opened doors to 
other fire service opportunities.  
During my senior year of high school 
I attended the Wildland Fire Explorer 
Academy in the Angeles National 
Forest.  It was there that I got my 
first experience with wildland fire 
fighting and earned my basic 
wildland certifications.  I was invited 
back the following year to help 
instruct the new cadets.   
 
I graduated from Dos Pueblos High 
School in 2008 and began taking 
Fire Technology classes and earned 
my EMT certificate from Oxnard City 

College.  After two semesters at 
Oxnard, I hired onto the Sundowners 
Crew in Ojai, CA during the summer 
of 2009.  The Sundowners is a Type 
II hand crew that responds to 
vegetation and wildland fires. I left 
the crew to go to the fire academy in 
Oxnard, CA after the summer was 
over. I graduated from the Oxnard 
Fire Academy at the end of 2009 
when I was 19. I earned my Fire 
Fighter I certification and various 
other certifications that made it 
possible for me to be considered for 
more fire jobs.  
 
I moved up to Eureka January 1st 
2013 and began my six-week 
training academy with Humboldt Bay 
Fire a few days later. After I finished 
the academy, I officially started my 
one-year probationary period.  This 
entailed evaluations every month 
and manipulative and written exams 
every 4 months. I also rotated to 
different stations every four months 
so I could work with different 
equipment. Even though the official 
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CPR and AED for Adults, Children, CPR and AED for Adults, Children, CPR and AED for Adults, Children, CPR and AED for Adults, Children, 
and Infants and Infants and Infants and Infants ----4 hour class 4 hour class 4 hour class 4 hour class ----    $20$20$20$20    
    

April 8, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
April 22, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
May 13, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
May 27, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
June 10, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
June 24, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
 

BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid     
for Adults for Adults for Adults for Adults ----    8 hour class 8 hour class 8 hour class 8 hour class ----    $40$40$40$40    
    

April 12, 2014, 8:00 a.m. 
May 10, 2014, 8:00 a.m. 
June 14, 2014, 8:00 a.m. 
July 12, 2014, 8:00 a.m. 
August 9, 2014, 8:00 a.m. 

Dogs first entered the fire service 
centuries ago charging alongside 
horse drawn fire engines.  Today, 
horse-power has sent its 
predecessor to pasture, yet the fire 
dog still plays a vital role. Since 
2011, Humboldt Bay Fire has been 
home to Cali The Fire Dog. Although 
Cali doesn’t actually respond to 
emergencies, she does serve the 
community in a very unique way. 
 
Cali is a 4 year-old German 
Shepherd mix with amber eyes and a 
sable coat.  I adopted Cali in 2010 
from a local shelter when she was 
approximately 3 months old. I fell in 

love with her instantly and found it 
difficult to leave her behind during 
my 48-hour shifts at the firehouse. 
Each year in the United States, an 
estimated 3,650 children age 14 
and younger are injured or killed in 
residential fires (USFA, March 
2001).  I decided that incorporating 
a dog would be a great way to teach 
fire safety to children and Cali’s calm 
personality and ability to learn made 
her the perfect candidate.  Thus, Cali 
The Fire Dog was trained and made 
her first Fire Safety presentation to 
school-aged children when she was 
just 9 months old.   
 
During a presentation, Cali The Fire 
Dog demonstrates how to “Stop, 
Drop and Roll” in the event that 
clothing catches on fire. She shows 
kids how to “Crawl Low in Smoke” 
while safely exiting their home. I 
explain the importance of how to 
“Call 9-1-1”, while she retrieves a 
small red telephone. Following our 
presentation, Cali and I “high-five”, 
the children get to ask questions, 
see firefighting equipment that we 
use, and most importantly touch and 
pet the furry visitor in their 
classroom. 
 
In her career, Cali has attended 
numerous local schools and public 
events. She has taught hundreds of 
local children and community 
members about Fire Safety and 

testing happened every few months, 
probation means every day you are 
being tested and evaluated. 
 
I successfully passed my one-year 
probation in February and am 
currently stationed at Station 4. 
Having probation over will allow me 
to continue to develop new skills and 
take more classes, which will make 
me a more valuable asset to the 
department. This next year I have set 
a few goals for myself, including 
joining our water rescue team and 
studying to be an apparatus 
operator. This last year has been 
amazing. I have learned so much 
including more firefighting skills, 
local city geography, department and 
city history, and neighboring 
communities and local events that 
happen every day. 
 
I currently live in Eureka and am 
trying to save money for a house in 
the future. Crazy to think I have 
already started planning for a house 
and my retirement this year, but 

everyone keeps telling me to start 
when I am young. I always have 
seen myself pursuing a career in 
fire and feel incredibly grateful to 
be doing what I love. It is a diverse 
career and I have always been 
drawn to it. Having the knowledge 
and skills to bring comfort and 
relief to those in need is an 
incredibly satisfying feeling. I am 
so happy to be a part of this 
department and am looking 
forward to the new opportunities 
this next year will bring.  
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Prevention.  National statistics 
illustrate the importance of 
educating children and adults on 
Fire Safety and the benefits of using 
a dog as an educator are 
immeasurable.  Cali enjoys serving 
her community and will continue to 
bring smiles along with a message of 
Fire Safety. 
 
When Cali is off-duty, she enjoys 
chasing tennis balls, afternoon naps, 
and Moonstone Beach. You can 
“Like” Cali on facebook… 
www.facebook.com/CaliTheFireDog 
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