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Division, we have been 
very busy out in the 
community with our new 
tiller ladder truck. In fact 
you have probably seen 
our truck crews practicing 
in various locations 
throughout town 
deploying the aerial 
ladder on buildings of 
various shapes and sizes. 
This new truck, due to its 
rapid set up time and 
deployment of the aerial 
ladder, allows our crews 
to quickly get to the roof 
of a burning building and 
begin performing 
ventilation operations. 
This ventilation process 
consists of cutting holes 
in the roof of the structure 
thereby allowing deadly 
smoke and gases to 
escape upward and 
greatly improve the 
chance of survival of 
victims inside while at the 
same time improving 
interior smoke conditions 
allowing other firefighters 
with hoses to enter and 
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Welcome to this quarter’s 
edition of your Fire 
Department’s newsletter. 
Over the past three 
months we have been 
involved in a wide range of 
activities in each of our 
divisions including 
Operations, Training and 
Prevention. Our overriding 
mission is to provide the 
highest level of Customer 
Service possible and we 
try to live this every day 
asking ourselves how are 
we doing, and how can we 
improve? Though it may 
sound like a cliché, 
Customer Service is truly 
the measuring stick for not 
only our everyday 
activities, but also 
anything new we 
undertake.  Whatever 
area, be it Operations, 
Training or Prevention, we 
continually ask ourselves 
does it provide or improve 
Customer Service and if it 
does then we proceed to 
move forward. As a side 
note to this, I was 
speaking with an Engine 
Crew one morning and a 
crew member stated, “you 
know Chief, there is a 
down side to customer 
service”. What is that I 
replied? He responded 
“when you believe in and 
practice customer service 
on a daily basis you also 
know when you’re not 
getting it”. He then relayed 
a story about poor service 
he had received in his 
personal life.  This 
conversation highlighted 
to me the fact that our 
employees clearly do 
understand what 
“Customer Service” is and 
they practice it on a daily 
basis.  
 
One such improvement to 
Customer Service in our 
Operations division, which 
I am excited to report, is in 
the area of Advanced Life 
Support care. As you may 
remember in late 2011 we 
added Paramedics to our 
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put the fire out quickly. 
The truck, due to its huge 
storage capacity, allows 
us to bring a much wider 
range of equipment to a 
scene than ever before, 
improving our capabilities 
and allowing work to be 
completed faster. 
 
Finally, our Prevention 
Division has been busy 
preparing for the Fourth 
of July with the sale and 
use of fireworks within 
the community. The 
Prevention Division 
inspects the booths that 
sell fireworks throughout 
the area and also 
provides information in 
the form of public service 
announcements on 
problems associated with 
the use of illegal 
fireworks and how to 
identify and purchase 
legal ones. 
 
The three divisions of 
your Fire Department: 
Operations, Training and 
Prevention, all working 
together, make up 
Humboldt Bay Fire and 
each one is committed to 
providing quality 
Customers Service with 
Leadership, Vision and 
Integrity. I’m very proud 
of the members of our 
Department and always 
welcome your input on 
how we can serve you 
better. 
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fire engines at our two 
outlying stations on Harris 
Street and Herrick Avenue. 
This was done to improve 
service by providing the 
highest level of care 
available outside a hospital 
emergency room to our 
community members. 
Beginning next month we 
will begin work on adding 
Paramedics at Station 4 
which is located on Myrtle 
Avenue. Through funds 
derived directly from 
Measure O, we will start the 
process of training existing 
employees and getting 
them certified to provide 
Advanced Life Support Care 
(ALS). We chose Station 4 
after analyzing the response 
time data of when our 
engine arrives on scene vs. 
when the ambulance 
arrives with Paramedics. 
After studying the data we 
found that of the three fire 
stations located within the 
City limits, Station 4 had the 
greatest differential 
between when our fire 
engine arrives on scene 
with Emergency Medical 
Technicians vs. when the 
ambulance arrives with 
Paramedics. ALS care 
allows us to perform a 
number of advanced 
treatments immediately 
upon our arrival including 
advanced airway 
intervention, the ability to 
start intravenous lines and 
administer life saving 
medications, cardiac 
monitoring and other 
advanced techniques. As I 
mentioned we began 
providing ALS care at our 
two outlying stations back in 
2011 and over the past 
year and a half we have 
seen tremendous results in 
the improved survivability of 
patients and easing their 
suffering.  We are very 
pleased to be expanding 
this higher level of service 
into the City in the near 
future. 
 
In regards to our Training 
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Anniversaries:Anniversaries:Anniversaries:Anniversaries:    
Admin Technician II Jan Gillespie 34 yrs (May) 
Exec Secretary Kathi Hendricks 19 yrs (May)    
Volunteer Doug Milota 17 yrs (June) 
Battalion Chief Bill Reynolds 16 yrs (June) 
Captain Mitchell Mills 8 yrs (June) 
Engineer Nathan Baxley 8 yrs (June) 
Engineer Ben Miller 8 yrs (June) 

Captain Nick Launius 7 yrs (May) 
Engineer Trevor Morris 7 yrs (May) 
Engineer Neil Butler 7 yrs (May) 
Engineer Tony Freeman 6 yrs (April) 
Engineer Kevin Stokes 6 yrs (April) 
Engineer Russell Boham 6 yrs (April) 
Firefighter Yolla Montalbin 6 yrs (April) 
Captain Patrick Beyer 5 yrs (June) 

Captain Jon Chambers 5 yrs (June) 
Battalion Chief Chris Emmons 5 yrs (June) 
Engineer/Paramedic John Goodman 5 yrs (June) 
Firefighter Ryan Booth 1 yr (April) 
Firefighter Brett Egbert 1 yr (April) 
Firefighter/Paramedic Matt Dennis 1 yr (May) 
New Hires:New Hires:New Hires:New Hires: 
Firefighter Eddie Blevins (May) 

Page Page Page Page 2222    Humboldt Bay FireHumboldt Bay FireHumboldt Bay FireHumboldt Bay Fire    

Humboldt Bay Firefighters Local 652 

Creating a defensible space is essential to improve your home's chance of surviving a wildfire or even a fire caused from a simple BBQ or campfire. Creating  

this  buffer using the steps below will not only increase your chances during the summer months, but may provide your  home additional protection during 

the  winter storms we encounter on the North coast  from falling branches and debris. 

ZONE 1ZONE 1ZONE 1ZONE 1    
Zone 1 extends 30 feet out from buildings, structures, decks, etc.  

• Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds (vegetation). 

• Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof and 
rain gutters. 

• Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other 
trees. 

• Remove branches that hang over your roof and keep dead branches 10 
feet away from your chimney. 

• Relocate wood piles into Zone 2. 

• Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs near windows. 

• Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and 
under decks. 

• Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could catch 
fire, such as patio furniture, wood piles, swing sets, etc. 

 
ZONE 2ZONE 2ZONE 2ZONE 2    

Zone 2 extends an additional 70 feet to achieve the 
100 foot overall clearance. 

• Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches. 

• Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and trees.  

• Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs and trees.  

• Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, and small branches. 
However, they may be permitted to a depth of 3 inches if erosion control 
is an issue. 

Save the Date:  Save the Date:  Save the Date:  Save the Date:  October 12, 2013 
Humboldt Bay Fire  
Annual Open House 

Join us for a fun family event!!! 

The consolidation of the Eureka Fire 
Department and the Humboldt Fire Protection 
District 1 into the Humboldt Bay Fire Joint 
Powers Authority has many benefits to the 
community.  Tax payers now pay for only one 
Fire Chief and Training Officer.  Combined fleets 
and resources of both departments reduce 

costs and redundant spending.  Merging 
prevention and public outreach programs has 
enabled us to offer more services to the 
community as well.  We encourage you to take 
part in what Humboldt Bay Fire has to offer.   

♦ Infant and Child Car Seat Inspections – at no 
charge!   

♦ CPR and AED for Infants, Children and Adults - 
$20 fee 

♦ CPR, AED and First Aid for Adults - $40 fee 
    

To take part in any of the services listed, please 
call our Headquarters Station at 441-4000. 
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Growing up in Los Angeles with only 
my mom and three other siblings, 
life was tough. My mom worked two 
jobs to make ends meet, so my 
siblings and I played sports to keep 
away from drugs and gangs.  At the 
age of 9, I was diagnosed with a 
learning disability which made 
school hard.  So, after a hard day of 
school, basketball was my outlet to 
keep me away from gangs. 
 
When I was 16, I joined the Los 
Angeles County Fire Department 
Explorers and met the man who 
changed my life, and I wear his 
helmet to this day. Lue Thomas, a 
Firefighter Paramedic with LACOFD, 
took me under his wing and showed 
me the brotherhood of the fire 
service.  Here is where I decided to 
pursue the fire service and attended 
the James Shern Fire Academy when 
I turned 18. 
 

After graduating James Shern in 
2006, I was hired with Cal Fire 
Humboldt-Del Norte Unit.  Coming 
from Los Angeles to Humboldt was a 
complete culture shock.  This is 
when I discovered Humboldt was the 
true north coast, not San Francisco.  
 
In 2007 I joined the Humboldt Fire 
District #1 volunteer program, and 
started serving the local community. 
As a volunteer firefighter I 
responded to various types of 
incidents, ranging from medical aids 
to structure fires.  As well as 
volunteering, I also took classes to 
further my education and experience 
in the fire service. As a leader in 
standby hours and responses to 
incidents I was rewarded “Volunteer 
of the Year” in 2008 & 2009. 
 
Here, in 2006, I met my beautiful 
wife Janel.  In 2008 we tied the knot 
and a year later we had a beautiful 

baby boy we named Kashus. As a 
seasonal firefighter with a family to 
support, life in the off season was 
tough.  Thankfully, I have a 
wonderful and understanding wife 
who kept my focus on my goals.  My 
in-laws, Lj & Debbie Skillman were 
very understanding of my situation 
and allowed me to work at Above 
and Beyond Cleaning Service.  In 
2013 my family was blessed to have 
another addition, a beautiful baby 
girl we named Kymani. 
 
With all the help in my life from 
family and friends I was able to 
overcome the odds.  In February 
2013 my dreams came true, and I 
received an offer from Humboldt Bay 
Fire.  My hard work and dedication 
had paid off thanks to everyone in 
my support systems.  Now I look 
forward to serving the community 
and taking my career to the next 
level.  

Personal Protective Equipment Repairs                                             Personal Protective Equipment Repairs                                             Personal Protective Equipment Repairs                                             Personal Protective Equipment Repairs                                             by Captain Jon Chambersby Captain Jon Chambersby Captain Jon Chambersby Captain Jon Chambers

Myself and Captain James Flynn 
recently underwent training to be 
qualified to repair Humboldt Bay 
Fire Department Personal Protective 
Equipment.  Specifically Turnouts, 
the fire resistant suits that 
firefighters wear in hot, hazardous, 
fire filled atmospheres.  This 
training will save the fire 
department money and time in 
costly repairs that take equipment 
out of service and can have long 
turnaround times. 
 
The process started by Captain 
Flynn rigorously testing and 
inspecting  the different brands and 
styles of turnouts available on the 
market.  With a selection criteria of 
fiscal  responsibility, quality, and 
garment service life, the 
manufacture Morning Pride was 
selected as our primary supplier of 
turnouts.  These quality garments 
are handmade in a factory in Ohio.  
They meet rigorous quality and 
warranty requirements, along with 
the National Fire Protection Agency 
standards for Personal Protective 
Ensembles. 
 
To be certified to repair the 
turnouts, an individual must be 

trained by a factory certified repair 
technician.  Due to this fact, repairs 
were not possible locally and repairs 
sent out to Ohio took a while to 
make it through the shipping 
process, be repaired, and shipped 
back.  These turnouts consist of 
three main  functions in two layers.  
There is an external garment that 
provides heat resistance and 
mechanical abrasion durability, this 
is known as the shell.  The interior 
piece provides two main functions.  
It insulates and provides a vapor 
barrier, and it is known as the liner.  
Thus both components must be 
maintained and repaired properly to 
provide the NFPA required three 
phases of protection. 
 
Myself and Captain Flynn flew out to 
Ohio and spent 4 days in training at 
the factory.  During this time we 
learned care, washing, and 
inspection criteria, including  
thermal, chemical, and mechanical 
damage indicators.  Proper vapor 
barrier testing procedures, and 
sewing and patching techniques.  
We passed the training criteria and 
received their factory certifications. 
 
A sewing machine was purchased 

locally and we are now capable of 
making these repairs.  Turnouts that 
are maintained have a longer 
service life and provide a greater 
level of protection to the firefighter, 
thus saving the community money.  
Proper sewing and patch work is 
now done in-house significantly 
cutting down on repair costs and 
eliminating shipping costs.  
Additionally gear is placed back in 
service quickly.  This type of training 

is an example of cost saving 
measures that are now more 
feasible with a consolidated 5 
station department, and validates 
the consolidation benefits.  It also 
highlights the commitment to 
community service and financial 
responsibility that HBF holds at the 
center of our organizational and 
personal core values.  Special 
thanks to Captain Flynn for all his 
hard work and dedication. 

Janel and Eddie Blevins following 
badge pinning ceremony 

Captain Jon Chambers 
making repairs  

Save the Date:  Save the Date:  Save the Date:  Save the Date:  October 13, 2013 
Humboldt Bay Firefighters  

Bark In The Park 
Benefit 5K Walk/Run in Sequoia Park 
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Specializing in Fire, Water & Storm                      

Damage Restoration 

       Mold & Asbestos Remediation 

        444-8222 
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CPR and First Aid Classes CPR and First Aid Classes CPR and First Aid Classes CPR and First Aid Classes     
Call (707) 441Call (707) 441Call (707) 441Call (707) 441----4000400040004000    

to registerto registerto registerto register    
    

CPR and AED for Adults, Children, CPR and AED for Adults, Children, CPR and AED for Adults, Children, CPR and AED for Adults, Children, 
and Infantsand Infantsand Infantsand Infants    

4 hour class 4 hour class 4 hour class 4 hour class ----    $20$20$20$20    
July 23, 2013, 6:00 p.m. 

August 13, 2013, 6:00 p.m. 
August 27, 2013, 6:00 p.m. 

September 10, 2013, 6:00 p.m. 
September 24, 2013, 6:00 p.m. 

 
BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid for BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid for BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid for BasicPlus CPR, AED, and First Aid for 

AdultsAdultsAdultsAdults    
8 hour class 8 hour class 8 hour class 8 hour class ----    $40$40$40$40    

    

July 13, 2013, 8:00 a.m. 
July 27, 2013, 8:00 a.m. 

August 10, 2013, 8:00 a.m. 
September 14, 2013, 8:00 a.m. 

 

To receive the 
Fire Wire Quarterly 
Newsletter via  

e-mail, please notify 
us at info@hbfire.org  


