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and air conditioning work. 

Our firefighters are 

trained to perform a wide 

range of services and do 

so every day without the 

need to hire separate 

people for each separate 

job. This equates to cost 

effective service.  

 

In this economic environ-

ment, each of you is 

forced to make decisions 

concerning products you 

purchase and three com-

ponents of those deci-

sions include Price, Quali-

ty and Customer Service. I 

believe that our fire de-

partment needs to adhere 

to these same standards. 

We must provide you with 

a cost effective product, 

not always the cheapest 

but one that is the most 

cost effective, and one 

that is of very high quality 

along with exceptional 

customer service. We 

strive to adhere to this on 

every call we respond to. 

 

In bringing about the 

consolidation to Humboldt 

Bay Fire our overriding 

Fire Chief’s Corner              by Chief Ken Woods 

Greetings, with 2012 now 

behind us I wanted to 

thank you for your support 

for our fire dept. and also 

reflect on some of our 

accomplishments over the 

past year along with in-

forming you of future 

changes. During 2012 we 

were successful in estab-

lishing Humboldt Bay Fire 

Joint Powers Authority 

combining Eureka City Fire 

Dept. and the Humboldt 

Fire District. This change 

has resulted in a higher 

level of service to the 

community along with 

tangible monetary savings. 

The higher level of service 

comes from sharing re-

sources, greater flexibility 

to respond to calls, greater 

use of existing personnel 

and improved training and 

services. The monetary 

savings come from reduc-

ing redundancy and dupli-

cation. Having a single Fire 

Chief, single Training Of-

ficer, single prevention 

bureau instead of one for 

each agency saves money. 

With the consolidation 

comes greater purchasing 

power allowing us to lever-

age better prices for goods 

and services, including fire 

apparatus and equipment. 

Going forward we will use 

this purchasing power to 

seek out better pricing for 

a wide array of daily ser-

vices including insurance, 

vehicle maintenance, legal 

expertise, personnel and 

related functions.  

 

Additionally HBF provides a 

wide range of services to 

the community far beyond 

just putting out fires. We 

have Paramedics and Emer-

gency Medical Technicians 

who provide care on the 

majority of our calls, medi-

cal emergencies. We also 

have a prevention bureau 

overseeing new construc-

tion and remodeling plans 

and conducting annual 

inspections on businesses 

throughout the community. 

We provide a number of 

highly specialized services 

including confined space 

rescue, trench rescue, wa-

ter rescue, urban search 

and rescue, hazardous 

materials response, fire 

investigation not to mention 

providing public education 

classes, instruction and 

information throughout the 

community. Having a well-

trained and equipped fire 

department capable of 

performing a wide range of 

tasks also results in lower 

commercial and residential 

insurance rates. These 

specialized disciplines are 

not always what comes to 

mind when you see the red 

or yellow fire engine driving 

down the road but they are 

a big part of the daily ser-

vices we provide.  

 

I like to use the analogy of 

building or remodeling a 

home. When performing the 

construction you need to 

hire someone to perform 

the plumbing, electrical, 

carpentry, roofing, heating 
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goal has always been 

and remains customer 

service. What is the best 

way to provide it and 

how can we continually 

improve upon it. A key 

component of this is 

understanding what our 

customers, the citizens 

of the greater Eureka 

area, want. We have 

found that there are 5 

basic things that when 

you call 9-1-1 you want 

to see your fire depart-

ment do. These include: 

 

1. Get there quickly 

 

2. Take away their pain, 

whether physical in the 

case of a heart attack or 

fire or also mental in the 

case of a damaged 

property due to a vehicle 

accident, fire, water leak 

etc. 

 

3. Tell them what we are 

doing and why 

 

4. Be professional no 

matter what we are 

doing 

 

5. Be respectful and 

nice 

 

Overall quick and com-

petent service is what 

the public wants from 

their fire dept. and we 

strive to provide it. As we 

continue to develop 

Humboldt Bay Fire I 

welcome your comments 

and input on how we are 

doing.  

Committed to Community Service 

through Leadership, Vision, and  

Integrity 

Our Core Values:   Professionalism   Respect   Image   Discipline   Efficiency 

HBF Receives Traffic Safety Grant for New “Jaws of Life”          by Firefighter Hank Stoffers 

HBF was recently awarded 

a $49,360 traffic safety 

grant from the state Office 

of Traffic Safety. 

 

The grant funds two new 

“state of the art” sets of 

extricat ion equipment 

which includes power units, 

hydraulic hoses, cutters, 

spreaders, rams, and ram 

supports. 

 

“With this grant the citizens 

of our community will be 

protected by the latest 

technology in automobile 

extrication equipment, 

thereby ensuring that 

should they be involved in 

an auto accident, we have 

the tools capable of remov-

ing them from the vehicle in 

the shortest time possible,” 

said Fire Chief Ken Woods. 

 

According to the Office of 

Traffic Safety, Eureka ranks 

second out of 93 California 

cities similar in size when it 

comes to fatal and injury 

traffic collisions.  This grant 

is aimed at  helping to re-

duce the number of fatalities 

and injuries from collisions in 

and around the City of Eureka 

by getting crash victims extri-

cated and to the hospital 

faster. 

 

Stay tuned for more infor-

mation regarding an upcom-

ing demonstration of the new 

tools open to the public. 
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HBF Responds to Warehouse Fire in Fairhaven   by Battalion Chief Chris Emmons 

Dispatch contact Cal Fire to confirm 

that Samoa Peninsula Fire was 

aware of the incident in their juris-

diction.  

 

Cal Fire confirmed that SPFD was on 

scene with a major warehouse fire 

and were requesting additional 

resources. An HBF aerial platform 

truck, fire engine, and duty officer 

responded as mutual aid which is 

common for neighboring agencies 

throughout the state. As the duty 

officer crossed the Samoa Bridge, 

he advised that there was a major 

incident and additional resources 

would be needed. Arcata Fire Prot. 

District had already been notified 

and was responding as well.  

 

While HBF resources were respond-

ing another call for service occurred. 

A hazardous materials incident, 

natural gas coming from a gas line 

that had been damaged by a vehi-

cle, caused two additional engines 

and the second duty officer to re-

spond. And yet again, while this 

incident was underway, another call 

for service was generated. Law 

enforcement agencies were involved 

in a standoff with an active shooter 

and requested an engine to stand by 

in a safe location near the scene. At 

this point, due to the drawdown of 

In the early morning hours of 

November 1st, Humboldt Bay Fire 

(HBF) was dispatched to a report-

ed structure fire on the 2400 

block of Broadway in Eureka. 

There were multiple callers re-

porting that a business on Broad-

way was on fire. As units from 

HBF arrived on scene, they dis-

covered that there was no fire in 

Eureka, however, there was a 

major fire burning across Hum-

boldt Bay in a warehouse at an 

industrial park. The HBF duty 

officer cancelled all of the HBF 

units and requested that HBF 

resources within HBF’s area, the se-

cond duty officer requested all off-duty 

HBF personnel return to work through 

our recall system.  

 

As incoming off-duty personnel arrived 

at their stations, reserve apparatus 

were staffed and deployed throughout 

the HBF response area. The HBF duty 

officer that initially responded to Fair-

haven began requesting additional 

resources through the mutual aid sys-

tem. Additional HBF and Arcata Fire 

resources were dispatched to Fairha-

ven. An HBF engine responded to the 

Woodley Island Marina where Hum-

boldt Bay Harbor District personnel 

were awaiting with the newly delivered 

Fire Boat. The fire personnel on the 

Fire Boat played an integral part in 

controlling the warehouse fire. The 

boat supplied water to multiple re-

sources when the hydrant system at 

the complex was taxed. Fire officials 

said that without the Fire Boat, much 

more of the warehouse and it’s busi-

nesses would have been lost.  

 

As resources battled the fire across the 

bay, remaining HBF Officers and Dis-

patchers coordinated with Cal Fire 

Fortuna to move resources from 

throughout Humboldt and Del Norte 

counties to ensure coverage of the 

greater Humboldt Bay area. At one 

point in time, Loleta Fire Department, 

Humboldt Bay Fire and Arcata Fire 

Protection District had divided the 

Humboldt Bay Fire and Arcata Fire 

districts in to three separate re-

sponse areas, dropping political 

boundaries to ensure that residents 

of all the Bay Area communities still 

had fire and medical services availa-

ble to them. This was a fantastic 

demonstration of the partnerships 

that have been created by the neigh-

boring agencies. At no time did politi-

cal boundaries hinder service to the 

communities.  

 

As additional resources arrived 

across the bay, units were able to 

gain the upper hand on the ware-

house fire. They remained on scene 

for several hours to control the fire, 

and assist in completely extinguish-

ing hot spots.  

 

Nearly every available off-duty per-

sonnel of Humboldt Bay Fire were 

able to return to work during this 

incident. This demonstrated the 

commitment to not only the Hum-

boldt Bay Fire area but the county as 

a whole. One fire official said, “This 

was a multi-county event that every-

one worked together to overcome. 

That’s what we do here in the Red-

woods.”  

HBF’s Ladder Truck works to 

protect the unburned end of 

the warehouse. 

Humboldt/Del Norte Hazardous Materials Response Team         by Battalion Chief Ed Laidlaw 

The Humboldt/Del Norte Hazardous 

Materials Response Team (HMRT) 

was created in 1993 through a Joint 

Powers Agreement (JPA) entered into 

by Humboldt and Del Norte Counties 

and incorporated cities within. This 

action was commended by the Hum-

boldt County Grand Jury in 1997. 
The JPA provides administrative 

oversight for the HMRT and Hum-

boldt Bay Fire is responsible for 

coordination of operations. Prior to 

the establishment of the HMRT, no 

agency existed capable of dealing 

with hazardous materials emergen-

cies in Northwest California.  

 

Establishment of the HMRT was 

primarily funded through leveraging 

of available grants and contributions 

of JPA members. Ongoing operational 

funding is provided through member 

contributions, HazMat storage fees, 

and grants.  

 

The HMRT is responsible for response 

to HazMat incidents within Humboldt 

and Del Norte Counties and is availa-

ble 24/7 through HBF. The HMRT 

maintains an on-duty specialist for 

consultations, assistance and is re-

sponsible for team activation to inci-

dents.  The HMRT also maintains 

instructors to provide local agencies 

with training dealing with HazMat. 

This training is invaluable due to the 

remote areas causing extended re-

sponse times. Basic actions that are 

taught provide responders with 

skills to prevent additional dam-

age and/or injuries until the 

arrival of the HMRT. 

 

The HMRT is comprised of per-

sonnel trained for response to 

fixed facility, over the road and 

static incidents. Extensive train-

ing provides HMRT members 

with techniques using special-

ized equipment to mitigate haz-

ards posing damage to life, 

property and the environment. 

The equipment is unique to 

hazardous materials response 

which requires ongoing educa-

tion and training. Annual training 

requirements keep HMRT mem-

bers up to date with changes and 

maintain their skills. The HMRT is 

comprised of individuals from fire, 

environmental health, hazardous 

waste management and tribal 

agency personnel.  

 

In April 2010, the HMRT received 

Cal-EMA recognition by meeting 

State standards, “Typing” the 

team. The “Typing” identified the 

HMRT, throughout California, as a 

regional resource meeting stand-

ards in training and capabilities. 

This achievement inserted the 

HMRT as a resource in the 

statewide mutual aid system.         
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I started my career with HBF as a 

Volunteer in 2000. I was interest-

ed in giving back to my communi-

ty and being a Volunteer Firefight-

er seemed like a satisfying way to 

fulfill that desire. The only prob-

lem was, I knew nothing about 

being a firefighter. No one in my 

family was a Firefighter nor was 

being a Firefighter a childhood 

dream of mine. In fact, when I 

was in kindergarten and the Fire-

fighters came to see us I was 

scared and wanted no part of 

them.  

 

After almost 3 years of volunteer 

service, and with the help of the 

career staff, I was eligible to test 

for a full time position. On Aug. 

23rd 2002 I achieved that goal. 

My first 5 years went by very fast 

and with that came a lot of train-

ing. All of this training was solidify-

ing my basic skills and was also 

helping me prepare for the posi-

tion of Engineer. The Engineer is 

the person who gets to drive the 

fire engine or fire truck and oper-

ates the pumps. On Aug. 1st 2007 I 

was promoted to Engineer. I am 

also qualified as an Acting Captain, 

which allows me to work in the 

position of Captain when needed. 

My next goal is to promote to Cap-

tain full time.  That is a future goal 

and I will happily drive the engines 

until then. 

 

Starting Jan.1st my station will 

change from Station 2 (Pine Hill) to 

Station 1 (Headquarters at 6th and 

C St.) and I will be assigned to the 

ladder truck. This will be a new 

apparatus for me and it will be fun 

to learn and use new skills. In 

February HBF will be getting a new 

tiller truck.  This means that I will 

be amongst the first personnel to 

staff the new truck. 

 

Other duties that I have at HBF 

include being an apparatus mainte-

nance officer. This means that I am in 

charge of scheduling  maintenance for 

the apparatus, creating and maintain-

ing a budget for all maintenance, rec-

ord maintenance, and some of the 

more minor fixes and repairs of the 

apparatus. 

 

I have also been involved in Humboldt 

Firefighters Local 1770. I have held 

the positions of Secretary/Treasurer, 

Member at Large, and President. While 

President I was able to work closely 

with Chief Woods and help push for-

ward with the consolidation of Hum-

boldt Fire District and the Eureka Fire 

Department. 

 

Outside of the fire service my life re-

volves around my family. I married my 

wife Tracie in 2006. In 2009 we had 

our daughter Olivia, and in early June 

we are expecting our second child. A 

bigger family means a bigger house, so 

my weekends have been filled with 

On Nov 7th & 8th Humboldt Bay 

fire along with many North Coast 

fire depts. and agencies partici-

pated in a large operational readi-

ness exercise. The scenario was 

based upon a 7.8 earthquake 

with multiple building collapses 

and victims trapped. 

 

Day 1 consisted of a tabletop 

exercise that simulated response 

after the earthquake. Participants 

set up command and reacted to 

the varying situations, ordered 

and deployed resources and 

planned for mitigation and recov-

ery. Day 2 was a continuation of 

the event that included hands on 

components that had crews per-

forming shoring, lifting, breaking, 

breeching, search and rescue. 

The second day was performed at 

the former Freshwater Tissue Mill 

site in Samoa. Crews joined with 

out of town crews to work togeth-

er to accomplish goals set before 

the simulation. These goals were 

designed to be obtainable but 

challenging. Crews from outside 

the area came from as far away 

as Marin County and included 

heavy rescue tools, Engines, a 

crane and K-9 teams.  

 

Different scenarios were set up 

varying in complexity and equip-

ment used to complete. Many 

crews had to lift heavy objects, 

cut holes in concrete, remove 

rubble, stabilize structures and 

remove victims. There was a 

range of skill levels and special-

ties involved including building 

stabilization specialists, dog han-

dlers, incident management posi-

tions, rope rescue and aerial ops. 

 

The coordination by the incident 

management team and the res-

cue crews was a very important 

part to the success of this drill. 

The relationships that were made 

will likely set the stage for future 

drills. This drill was also important to 

gauge the time that the local re-

sources would have before outside 

help arrives.   

 

The exercise was set up by HBF and 

Cal E-M-A on a very limited budget. 

The drill site was graciously donated 

for use by the owners.  

 

Local agencies that participated includ-

ed HBF, Arcata Fire, Fortuna Fire, 

CALFire, Humboldt Urban Search and 

Rescue, Eel River Tech. Rescue, Cal-

trans, and Humboldt OES. In all approx. 

150 participants were involved.  

Humboldt Bay Fire Anniversaries, Promotions, Retirements and New Hires 

Promotions: 

None 

 

Retirements: 

None 

 

New Hires: 

None 

 

 

Anniversaries: 

Volunteer Art Pope— 40 yrs. 

(October) 

 

Capt. Chris Kemp— 26 yrs. 

(November) 

 

Capt. P.J. Lynch— 12 yrs. 

(October) 

 

Engineer Michael Landry— 9  

yrs. (October) 

 

Fire Chief Ken Woods— 4 yrs. 

(October) 

 

Firefighter Don Penn— 4 yrs. 

(November) 

 

Volunteer Josh Conley— 2 yrs. 

(October) 

 

Volunteer Michael Blair— 2 yrs. 

(October) 

 

 

 

Humboldt Urban Search and Rescue Drill      by Battalion Chief Kent Hulbert

A Firefighter rappels from a 

building during the USAR Drill 

painting walls and tearing up carpet. 

After that it will be replacing windows 

and remodeling the kitchen. For fun I 

love to play in the local softball recrea-

tion leagues. I used to play on a half 

dozen teams, but now I limit myself to 

just two! This summer I played soccer 

for the first time and had a load of fun 

for not knowing any of the rules. Next 

is basketball… wish me luck with that 

as I am going to need it! 
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or at wreynolds@HBFire.org 

HBF 2012 Year End Statistics 

5, 464 total respons-

es  

 

91 structure fires  

r e s u l t i n g  i n 

$2,341,400 in losses  

 

30 vehicle fires  

 

38 vegetation fires  

 

6 5  r e f u s e /

miscellaneous fires  

 

3,383 medical aid 

responses  

responses  

 

1,083 miscellaneous 

calls for service  

 

307 cancelled re-

sponses  

 

202 false fire alarms  

 

29 unauthorized burn 

investigations  

 

For more information 

phone (707) 441-

4000. 

 

13 rescue/extrication re-

sponses  

 

223 hazardous condition 

 

Specializing in Fire, Water & Storm                      

Damage Restoration 

 

       Mold & Asbestos Remediation 

   444-8222 

 

www.nlsco.com 

HBF CPR & First Aid Training Opportunities 

Humboldt Bay Fire offers regular 

first aid and CPR training clas-

ses throughout the year.  CPR 

classes cost $20 while First Aid 

Classes cost $40 (including 

CPR). 

 

Upcoming classes include:  

 

CPR (All start at 6 PM at HBF HQ 

at 533 C St., Eureka:) 

Jan. 22nd 

Feb. 26th 

Mar. 26th 

Apr. 23rd 

 

First Aid (All start at 8 am to 5 

pm at HBF HQ at 533 C St. 

Eureka): 

Feb. 9th 

Mar. 9th 

Apr. 13th 

  
For more information on how 

to sign up, class times, prices, 

and other topics please phone 

our administrative office at 

(707) 441-4000 . 


