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perform here at HBF and 

reflects our mission of 

being “Committed to 

community service”. In 

this case the Community 

extends throughout the 

State. I am proud that our 

agency is ready to help, 

not just with local emer-

gencies, but also with any 

large scale incidents 

occurring in the State. 

Additionally, just as we 

send help we can be 

assured that we will re-

ceive help here when we 

need it from our State-

wide mutual aid partners 

due to an earthquake, 

tsunami or other large 

scale emergency. 

  

In house, our work toward 

full consolidation of Eure-

ka Fire and Humboldt Fire 

District into HBF contin-

ues with ongoing cross 

Fire Chief’s Corner            by Chief Ken Woods 

These past few months 

have seen our firefighters 

very busy responding to 

not only the over 5,000 

calls we respond to locally 

on an annual basis but 

also the numerous fires 

that have been burning 

around the State.  Hum-

boldt Bay Fire participates 

in California’s master 

mutual aid system and 

therefore is committed to 

sending help to our neigh-

bors whenever an emer-

gency exceeds a local 

agencies ability to handle 

the incident with their 

resources.  

 

Our crews and engines 

responded to a wide range 

of fires including the Wye 

fire in Clear Lake, the 

Ponderosa fire in Tehama 

County and also the Chips 

fire in Plumas County. 

Additionally our engines 

responded to backfill Cal 

Fire stations within the 

County while Cal Fire per-

sonnel were out on assign-

ment to other fires.  For 

more detail, refer to the 

article on page two. 

  

While assisting at these 

fires, our engines make up 

a strike team which con-

sists of 5 engines and a 

strike team leader and 

assistant. The strike team 

performs a wide variety of 

functions including struc-

ture protection, fire attack, 

backfiring, mop up and 

patrol. The crews remain at 

the fire scene for as long as 

necessary working 24 hour 

or 12 hour shifts. At the end 

of a seven day period we 

send relief crews to restaff 

the engines. During the 

time that our firefighters are 

gone on these fires, we still 

maintain the same level of 

service and coverage in our 

local jurisdiction on a daily 

basis which consists of 4 

staffed  fire engines (3 

personnel each), a staffed 

ladder truck (4 personnel) 

and 2 duty officers.  

 

Additionally many of our 

volunteers, while not assist-

ing us locally, work season-

ally for Cal-Fire, the US 

Forest Service and Red-

woods National Parks and 

they respond to these large 

scale incidents as well gain-

ing valuable experience and 

knowledge. 

 

I believe that responding, 

supporting and assisting 

our neighbors is a very 

important function that we 
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HBF Fire Chief Ken Woods 

training in all areas of 

emergency response be 

it medical, fire suppres-

sion, rescue, hazardous 

materials training, and 

now fireboat operation 

with the arrival of Hum-

boldt Bay Harbor Recre-

ation and Conservation 

District’s new fireboat.  

 

Our crews are being 

integrated into a more 

efficient force than ever 

before. We are also 

progressing with our 

work toward finalizing 

the legal documents, a 

Joint Powers Authority, 

which will form the legal 

framework and admin-

istration of the consoli-

dation and organization. 

We continue work align-

ing our fire prevention 

programs as well.  

 

Remember that October 

8th through the 12th is 

National Fire Prevention 

week.  This year’s theme 

is “Have two ways out.”  

This week would be a 

great time to have a 

family fire drill to ensure 

that everyone knows 

what to do in case of 

fire.     

Committed to Community Service 

through Leadership, Vision, and  

Integrity 

Community Emergency Response Teams  by Asst. Chief Rusty Goodlive

Our Core Values:   Professionalism   Respect   Image   Discipline   Efficiency 

workplace and community.   

 

In a disaster, CERT members use 

basic disaster response skills, such 

as fire safety, light search and res-

cue, team organization, and disaster 

medical operations.  When help 

does arrive, CERTs provide respond-

ers with useful information and 

support.  

 

In some areas CERT members also 

assist with non-emergency projects 

that improve the safety of the com-

munity such as community disaster 

preparedness training, disaster 

education material, and services at 

special events, such as parades.  

 

Naturals for the training are neigh-

borhood watch, community organi-

zations, communities of faith, 

school staff, workplace employees, 

scouting organization and other 

groups that come together regular-

ly for a common purpose.  

 

To become a CERT member, you 

will have to take the CERT training 

from a sponsoring agency like an 

emergency management agency, 

fire department or police depart-

ment. Contact the local emergency 

manager where you live or work 

and ask about the education and 

training opportunities available to 

you. 

 

For emergency preparedness and 

disaster training contact: 

 

 

 Humboldt Bay Fire  (707) 441

-4000 CPR & First Aid (CERT 

coming soon!) 

 Regional Training Institute  

(707) 499-0754  CERT and 

Disaster Preparedness 

 American Red Cross  (707) 

443-4521  CPR & First Aid, 

Disaster Response 

The Community Emergency Response 

Team (CERT) Program educates people 

about disaster preparedness.   

 

Our community is at risk for disasters 

such as earthquakes, tsunami, and 

winter storms.  In a disaster, the num-

ber of victims and incidents prevents 

responders from providing the usual 

level of emergency services we have 

come to expect through 911. CERT 

members can assist others in their 

neighborhood or workplace following 

an event when responders are not 

immediately available to help.  

 

People who go through CERT training 

also have a better understanding of 

the potential threats to their home, 
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New Fire Boat Arrives on Humboldt Bay    by Batt. Chief Kent Hulbert 
Humboldt to provide fire protection 

and search and rescue to all of the 

navigable areas of the bay. 

  

The boat was built by Moose Boats 

of Petaluma and is 44 feet long.  

  

The design is based on Moose Boats 

M1-44 platform which has seen use 

as a patrol boat both in the military 

and law enforcement. The fire-

fighting requirements for Humboldt 

Bay created a boat that is engi-

neered to achieve the highest fire 

fighting capability of any fire rescue 

boat sold to date by Moose Boats. 

  

Humboldt Bay’s M1-44 all-aluminum 

catamaran is powered by twin 

600hp Cummins diesel engines 

coupled to twin Hamilton 322 water-

jets with dual 1,500 Gallon Per 

minute fire pumps and dual 2,000 

gallon per minute remote control fire 

monitors. The M1-44 catamaran 

was chosen specifically for its shal-

low draft capabilities and will be 

Humboldt Bay Harbor and Recre-

ation District recently took deliv-

ery of a dedicated fire boat to 

protect the waters of Humboldt 

Bay. Working in conjunction with 

Humboldt Bay Fire, the City of 

Eureka and Humboldt County 

Sherriff’s Department the boat 

was designed for the Port of 

operated jointly by the Humboldt Bay 

Harbor District and Humboldt Bay Fire. 

  

The boat is capable of discharging over 

3000 gallons of water per minute from 

the monitors when in pump mode as 

well as having a large work area on the 

rear deck. It carries hose, nozzles foam 

and tools for firefighting onboard ves-

sels as well as structures built on 

docks or the land areas close to the 

bay. With its large pumping capacity 

and 5” discharge, the M1-44 will be 

able serve as a back up supply for the 

City of Eureka’s hydrant system in the 

event of an emergency. 

  

In addition to the firefighting capability 

the M1-44 has a large cabin area that 

can function as a patient care area for 

medical and search and rescue re-

sponses.  

  

The M1-44 is capable of response in 

all weather and has radar, GPS charts, 

depth finder and a forward looking 

infrared camera. It is capable of 45 

miles an hour.  

  

During a response the boat will be 

crewed with a minimum of three 

personnel with additional personnel 

as needed for the type of mission.  

  

Over the next few months the M1-44 

will on the bay participating in train-

ing missions to familiarize the boat 

pilots and fire crews with the equip-

ment and capabilities of the boat. If 

you wish to see the M1-44 closer it is 

moored at Woodley Island just below 

the Marina restaurant. 

  

If you have questions about the M1-

44 or any of the on bay capabilities 

of Humboldt Bay Fire please contact 

us.   

  

Humboldt Bay Harbor Recreation and 

Conservation District utilized a Fiscal 

Year 2008 California Port and Mari-

time Security Grant Program award 

to purchase the Moose Boat M1-44 

Humboldt Bay Harbor Dis-

trict’s new Fire Boat 

Humboldt Bay Fire Lends A Helping Hand Statewide  by Batt. Chief Chris Emmons 

This fire season has turned out 

to be a busy one for Humboldt 

Bay Fire. Our units have respond-

ed multiple times as mutual aid 

to different areas of the state 

since early July. We have sent 

out personnel as leaders of 

strike teams of engines, as well 

as personnel on engines that 

were assigned to incidents and 

engines that were requested to 

cover Cal Fire stations while their 

resources were away. 

 

The first assignment for HBF was 

to Trinity County on the "Flat" 

Incident. Two personnel served 

as a strike team leader and train-

ee while four others staffed the 

engine assigned to the strike 

team. There were also four other 

engines from various depart-

ments in Humboldt County who 

responded as part of the re-

quest.  

 

While assigned to this incident 

HBF Engine 8136 staged with other 

local government engines at the 

“Flat” Fire 

our units were involved in mop 

up operations, structure protec-

tion of the town of Del Loma, and 

as the initial attack units on a 

new fire that broke out while they 

were staged in Del Loma. The 

Humboldt County units contained 

the fire to about a half acre, 

provided mop up and returned to 

their previous assignment of 

structure protection. All of the 

units received written commen-

dations from their supervisors for 

the level of professionalism and 

hard work that they put in. 

 

HBF’s assistance continued 

throughout the month with peri-

ods of coverage at Cal Fire sta-

tions while that agency was re-

sponding to fires on state lands. 

In Aug., HBF sent two engines 

fully staffed with personnel and a 

strike team leader and trainee to 

multiple fires in various locations 

of the state over a two week 

period. These personnel re-

sponded to the “Chips” fire in the 

Lake Almanor area where they 

had the responsibility of patrol-

ling and responding as the initial 

attack unit to any new fires. They 

also spent time preparing some 

areas of the community of Sene-

ca for the possibility of an ap-

proaching fire front.  

 

The other engine from HBF that 

responded to the mutual aid 

request was assigned to the Mill 

and Ponderosa fires in Colusa 

and Tehama counties, respec-

tively. Their line assignments 

included mopping up and patrol-

ling the fire. 

 

Upon returning to Humboldt 

County, that engine and person-

nel were returned to a coverage 

status for Cal Fire. They covered 

various stations throughout the 

Humboldt Unit and responded to 

numerous medical aids, a fire in 

Weitchipec, and received training 

at the Rohnerville Airbase.  

 

As the seasons change HBF personnel are 

gearing up for another likely charge of 

wildland fires as Sept. and Oct. have histori-

cally been very active months for wildfire. 
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I joined the fire service when I 

was 19 years old when I be-

came a Volunteer Firefighter 

with the Arcata Fire Protection 

District.  My neighbor at the 

time was a Volunteer with 

Arcata and I began to ask 

questions on how to become 

one as well.  I was with Arcata 

for five years and promoted to 

Volunteer Engineer assigned 

to the Rescue Truck.  I also 

chaired many department 

events in support to raise 

money for a new fire station.   

 

While I was with Arcata Fire I 

began to work as a seasonal 

firefighter with the California 

Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection (Cal Fire).  I 

spent two seasons working at 

Fortuna Headquarters and 

two seasons assigned to the 

Kneeland Helitack crew work-

ing on Copter 102.  I also used 

to work as an EMT with Arcata 

Ambulance and an EMT In-

structor for HSU.  I was hired by 

the City of Eureka in 2007.   

 

Since my employment with the 

city I have promoted to the 

rank of Engineer, become a fire 

investigator, CPR instructor, 

and have been assigned the 

hydrant and mapping collateral 

duties.  I also work for HROP as 

an Instructor for the Volunteer 

Firefighter Academy.  I was also 

selected as the very first Hum-

boldt Bay Career Firefighter of 

the year for 2011 by my peers.  

 

I’m excited about the transition 

to Humboldt Bay Fire.  Combin-

ing Eureka Fire Department and 

Humboldt Fire District is better for 

the community and will provide a 

better level of service for our com-

munity as a whole. 

 

When I’m not working I love to 

spend time with my family.  My 

wonderful wife Katy and I have 

three amazing children Mikayla, 

Mason, and Brady.  We are a big 

family with a lot of energy who 

love to be outdoors.  The kids are 

always keeping us busy with 

sports, friends, and whatever pro-

ject they can come up with.  I am 

truly blessed to have the family 

that I do.  They support me and my 

career and I wouldn’t be able to 

Humboldt Bay Fire Engineer Tony 

Freeman 

On September 11th, 2012 three 

Humboldt Bay Firefighters partici-

pated in the “9/11 Memorial Stair 

Climb” in Sacramento, CA.  Engi-

neer Michael Landry, Engineer 

John Goodman, and Firefighter 

Matt Dennis volunteered their 

time to make the trip and honor 

their fallen brothers. 

 

The event memorializes the 343 

New York Fire Department Fire-

fighters killed in the line of duty 

during the World Trade Center 

tragedy of 2001.  Participation 

was limited to the first 343 sworn 

firefighters to sign up from around 

the state, each with the name of 

one of the fallen 343 on the back 

of their turnout jacket over their 

own name.   

 

The participants, in full fire gear, 

climbed the stairs  of the 28 floor 

Renaissance Tower  to symbolize  

the 110 floor climb the fallen 343 

made that day.  To do this, the 

participants climbed and de-

scended the stairs several times 

to make up the difference in 

floors . 

 

Once the participants reached the 

roof, the name of their fallen 

brother they carried was placed 

on a World Trade Center memorial 

sculpture. 

 

All proceeds raised for the event 

are donated to the FDNY Widows 

and Orphans fund. 

 

“Firefighters do their job everyday 

with the risk of making the ulti-

mate sacrifice,” said Engineer 

Goodman.  “These people made 

that sacrifice without hesitation.  

We, as a nation, must never for-

get their actions or any of the 

Americans lost that day.” 

 

All three Humboldt Bay Fire partici-

pants  remarked how powerful an 

experience this was and the about 

the connection they felt that day 

with the brother they carried and 

with the other participants.  All three 

guaranteed they would continue to 

participate in this event in the future 

and to encourage other local Firefighters 

to participate as well. 

 

For more information on the event, visit 

the official website at  http://

www.sac911climb.com or phone Hum-

boldt Bay Fire at (707) 445-4900. 

 

Humboldt Bay Fire Anniversaries, Promotions, Retirements and New Hires 

Promotions: 

Capt. II’s Kent Hulbert, Chris Jelin-

ek, Ed Laidlaw, Sean Robertson & 

Chris Emmons promoted to Battal-

ion Chief. (Sept.) 

 

Retirements: 

Engineer Keith Olson retires from 

HBF with 25 years of service 

(Sept.) 

Anniversaries: 

Asst. Chief Rusty Goodlive—21 yrs. 

(Aug.) 

 

Batt. Chief William Reynolds—19 yrs. 

(Jul.) 

 

Batt. Chief Kent Hulbert & Eng. Jeff 

Broberg—16 yrs. (Aug.) 

 

Capt. Carl Gossien & Capt. Jeff 

Nicklas—15 yrs. (Sept.) 

 

Batt. Chief Sean Robertson—14 

yrs. (Aug.) 

 

Batt. Chief Ed Laidlaw & Engineer 

Brooks Conner—13 yrs. (Aug.) 

 

Capt. Bret Banducci, Eng. Rick 

Lahargoue, Eng. Matt McFarland, Eng. 

Chris Mitchell, & Eng.  Kevin Voor-

hees—10 yrs. (Aug.) 

 

Eng. Andrew Hawkins—5 yrs. (Sept.) 

 
F.F. Matt Dennis & Inspector Bill Wal-

ser—4 yrs. (Aug. & Sept.) 

(Continued on Page 4) 

HBF Firefighters Pay Tribute to Fallen FDNY Brothers  By Batt. Chief William Reynolds 

Michael Landry, John Goodman, 

and Matt Dennis at the top with 

their fallen brothers. 

do it without the strength of my 

wife Katy. 
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This newsletter is made possible by the paid 

advertisements within.  If you’d like to see 

your ad in future newsletters, contact HBF 

Battalion Chief Reynolds at (707) 445-4900 

or at wreynolds@hfd1.org 

HBF 3rd Quarter 2012 Statistics 

For the second quar-

ter of 2012 here are 

the incident response 

statistics: 

 

1,250 total responses 

including (but not 

limited to): 

 

21 structure fires 

resulting in 134,120 

in losses 

7 vehicle fires 

21 vegetation fires 

2 5  r e f u s e /

miscellaneous fires 

223 miscellaneous 

calls for service 

104 cancelled re-

sponses 

41 false fire alarms 

18 unauthorized burn 

investigations 

 

For more information 

phone (707) 441-

4000 or (707) 445-

4900. 
759 medical aid responses 

0 rescue/extrication re-

sponses 

31 hazardous condition 

responses 

 

Specializing in Fire, Water & Storm                      

Damage Restoration 

 

       Mold & Asbestos Remediation 

   444-8222 
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Dept. Anniversaries (From Page 3) 

 

F.F. Kris Kalman, F.F. Arly 

Allen, & F.F. Hank Stoffers—3 

yrs. (Sept.) 

 

 

Vol. F.F. Kameron Waters 

and Vol. F.F. Kyle Brown—2 

yrs. (July) 

HBF Engineer Keith Olson retired in 

September after 25 years of service 

to our community. 


